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Next meeting Thursday, Feb. 6, 
7 p.m. at the club building. Everyone 
is welcome! 

Next board meeting 
The board meets at 6:45 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of each month 
except July and January at the club 
building. 

Obedience Show Prep Dates 
Saturday, Feb. 8 
Sunday, March 8 
Saturday, April 4 
Sunday, May 3 
Saturday, June 6 

Rally Show Prep Dates 
Sunday, Feb. 9 
Saturday, March 7 
Sunday, April 5 
Saturday, May 2 
Sunday, June 7 

Club Officers 
Dory Hall, president 
president@gkcdtc.org 
Karen Whitely, vice president 
vicepresident@gkcdtc.org 
Linda Bradley, secretary 
secretary@gkcdtc.org 
Leslie Griffith, treasurer 
treasurer@gkcdtc.org 

Board of Directors  
Carol Wells, Chairman 
chairman@gkcdtc.org 
Sharon Bloss 
director1@gkcdtc.org  
Scott Hodge 
director3@gkcdtc.org  
Russ Krohn 
director2@gkcdtc.org 
Allison Jenkins 
director4@gkcdtc.org 

Paw Prints 
February 2020 

Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club 
9911 East 63rd St., Raytown, MO 

64133  
Voicemail: 816-228-7214 
Website: https://gkcdtc.org 

We Love our Instructors, Assistants & Helpers! 
 

Our February club meeting is dedicated to our volunteers 
that teach 16 classes per week at the GKCDTC.  

Throughout the year they diligently appear like clockwork 
giving their “all” to make a difference in the training and 
lives of a dog and its handler.  Whether it’s a puppy’s 
first time experience or Rally or Scent or Trick or 

Conformation or Obedience work – the instructors of the 
GKCDTC are “the real deal”.  Each person has actual 

training experience in the areas they teach and are 
passionate about making a difference in the six weeks they are 

working with their teams.  At the end – just like a mom with her pups 
– they send them off to continue their training with enthusiasm by enrollment in 
another class or perhaps join our club – and that’s why this month we send 
“LUV” to our instructors/assistants/helpers, all forty two of you.   
 
Our club’s dog knowledge is our biggest asset, which is why we have made this 
a respected business of over fifty years.  If each of us was to track our hours of 
dog involvement per week, per month, per year…….can you imagine what that 
club figure would be?  Well, it would almost be as big as the amount we spend 
on our so called “hobby”.  I did that once…… and never did it again.   Our dogs 
bring us joy in unmeasurable ways and we can’t imagine our lives without 
them.  Likewise, our instructors love sharing that passion with other dog 
owners.  Our club is a mecca for dog minded individuals because we offer so 
much variety and enjoyable experiences for man and their best fur friends. 
 
On behalf of the Training Directors, we are happy to provide instructors/helpers 
personalized permanent name badges at this meeting (to be worn when 
instructing a class).  Also, coming soon, a Reference Sheet will be copied and 
placed on the shelf and can be given to students wanting more information on 
AKC, UKC, Aggression, etc.
 
Join us in thanking and recognizing our instructor volunteers – you are doing an 
exceptional job! 
 
Your Training Directors
 
Cathy Ewing, Debbie McHenry & Rosi v. Fintel
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Spring 2020 Obedience Trial 

Our spring trial is fast approaching. Are 
you excited yet? I am! Trial is March 21 & 
22. We are trying something new this 
year. We will be offering 2 Obedience 
trials and 2 Rally Trials each day! 4 trials 
each in one weekend. A chance for a title 
and a spare! The Obedience trials will 
run at the same time each day, the Rally 
trials back to back.  

This is your chance to volunteer, Rosi v 
Fintel and JoClair Gipe are the Chief 
Ring Stewards for Obedience and 
Gretchen Hartman is Chief Ring Steward 
for Rally.  

We will be setting up on Friday, March 
20. With a match to follow after the 
building is set up. More details to follow.  

Our judges are JoAnn Yund, Chris 
Cornell and Karen Anderson. So mark 
your calendars for a great spring 
weekend.  

Lisa Kramer  
Obedience Trial Chair

Update From the Awards Banquet - 

All the cool kids got together on 
Saturday, January 18 for the 2019  
GKCDTC Awards Banquet.  We met at 
Bass Pro Shop in their restaurant, The 
Fish Company.  Thank you to Sharon 
Bloss for organizing the dinner.  We had 
fish, ribs, chicken, veggies and a little 
brownie for dessert.  The room 
was packed with a lot of fun and 
fellowship. 

Our 2019 Award Recipients were: 

High Scoring Novice A - Judy Mitchell 
and Huxley 
High Scoring Novice B - Gretchen 
Hartman and Brym 
High Scoring Open - Ellen Lash and 
Quik 
High Scoring Utility - Debbie Willis and 
Journey 
High Scoring RAE - Diane Markley and 
Dani 
Perpetual Award - Neida Heusinkvelt 
and Bryce 
Challenge Award - Renee Schmidt and 
Rumor 
Championship Plaque: Mary Sue Weiss 
and Samantha earned her MACH 
Lifetime Award Recipients - Tom and 
Rhonda Brown; Debi and Kenny  
Richardson 

Congratulations to everyone! 
Deadline for the next issue 

of Paw Prints is Wednesday, Feb. 
26 for the March issue. Please send 

brag and photo to: 
pawprints@gkcdtc.org or mail to: 

Stacy Clark, 5640 Barton Ln, 
Shawnee, KS 66203
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                        April 11-12, 2020 
IMPROVE YOUR SCENTWORK PARTNERSHIP  

   Khara Schuetzner, MA, CPDT-KSA, CNWI 
  

Dogs with aggressive behavior problems will not be allowed in the training building.   I agree to keep my dog under control at all times.  Furthermore, in case of 
injuries, falls or other accidents, I shall hold harmless from any liability the GKCDTC and all officers, agents, members, instructors, and other persons in any way 
associated with the seminar.  No refund of fees shall be made if it is impossible to complete the seminar because of riots, civil disturbances, or other acts beyond 
the control of the training club.  Seminar will be rescheduled if possible.  The GKCDTC assumes no liability for damages to vehicles and/or theft of contents. 

     

 
Day 1 - Observation and Movement-Working with your partner 
We have all heard about planting our feet or not planting our feet when working our dogs on scent. In this session, 
we will work on proofing your team on crazy handler movement, while building a better commitment to source. As 
a handler you will learn how to properly read the little changes of behavior and the cues you send to your dog while 
working odor. Fun games to take back and share with others. 
 

Day 2 - Trialing Tricks – Release the Pressure of Time, Hides and Space 
 As you move up in the scent work, you may feel like you are missing something? Or you maybe feel like the time 
pressure is getting too much? Have you ever searched an area and didn’t remember what was in the area?  We 
will work out the most common issues of trialing at the higher levels by recreating some of the challenging hides 
you have found at trials.  We will go over how as a team you can support each other. We will discover why time 
doesn’t matter when you trust your dog.  Challenging hides and fun mental games. We will be training with and 
without the dog and various obstacles so you can encounter the different mental trialing tricks. 

Khara Schuetzner has worked with animals for more than 20 years and has over 10,000 hours of dog training and 
animal care Police Working Dogs Association (NAPWDA).  Khara has trained and certified cadaver dog through 
NAPWDA and National Network of Canine Scent Detection.  She has been trialing in nose work since 2012 and 
she has over 450 hours as a volunteer at nose work trials since 2011. Khara had trained with master trainers in 
NAPWA and other Military K9 handlers. When she’s not training other people’s dogs, she enjoys working her 
forensic canine Labrador, Blitzkrieg. Some of their special talents include K9 Nose Work, agility, herding, rally, and 
obedience. Khara also likes hiking, fishing, and traveling with her dogs. 
 
HOURS WILL BE 8:00am to 4:00pm.    LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED FOR ALL 
 
Working Spots: $230 for GKCDTC members; $260 for non-members.   Auditing $50 per day 
This seminar is limited to 10 working teams. We expect to fill.  SIGN UP EARLY!!! 

ONLINE Registration and PayPal is Preferred:    Go to the website GKCDTC.ORG.   

Open the Trials and Seminars tab. Scroll down to SEMINARS and follow the instructions. 

Phone and tablet connections may need to open the upper left-hand MENU button (        ) 

and then scroll to the Trials and Seminars tab.  

If you cannot register online or have questions, email Terri Rothwell at tjroc.dogs@gmail.com  
or call 816-728-7461. 



My German Shepherd Dog, Alta Tollhaus 
Trumann (15 months) passed his first 
Tracking Dog test on Sunday January 19, 
2020 at the GSDC of Greater Kansas City 
TD/TDX test.  Thanks to our judges, Connie 
Austin and Vincent Ramirez and tracklayer 
Ray Laughlin.  Big thanks to all our  
tracking friends for making this possible! 

Debbie McHenry

Deb Borgo writes: 
We all took some time off over the Holidays... except for Glory who 
earned her Rally Advanced title at the North Arkansas KC Trial. 

Ch Borgo’s Edge of Glory at Ridgmar RA CGC

Brags



 

Brags

On Sunday, January 19th, Ruger R S Vom 
Springer earned his TDX title at The 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Greater 
Kansas City trial at Smithville Lake. The 
weather was very cold; however, Ruger 
motored through the track on a mission.  
The track consisted of 5 turns and was 850 
yards.  
It was a great day! 

Pat Robinette 

My youngster (16 months) Brette passed the 
Canine Good Citizen test at the end of our 
GKCDTC 6-week Advanced Beginner class on 
December 10.  Thanks to all who helped us 
along the (long!) way.  Photo is Kim our 
Evaluator, Proud Mom, and Phil our class 
Instructor.  The star of the show is the one 
seated in front looking nonchalant. 

Melinda Murphy and
HILLSIDE SHOWBOAT SOUBRETTE, CGC



Brags

In December, Bella and I passed our 
Pet Partners Therapy Team Evaluation. 
We are so excited to begin this new 
journey together!  
I’m very grateful to Jayne Frye for 
encouraging and having faith in Bella  
and me to pursue our future activities 
with Pet Partners.  
Thank you Jayne! 
Barb Parrent

Volunteers Needed! 
OBEDIENCE AND RALLY TRIALS - MARCH 21 & MARCH 22, 2020 

We offer 4 Obedience Trials and 4 Rally Trials. 3 rings need to be  
covered by stewards both days with a minimum of 1 table steward and 2-3  
ring stewards for each ring at any given time. 

Please sign-up by adding your name & phone # to the list posted at the  
building. Also state which classes you are planing on entering. We can  
schedule your assignments around your commitments. 

You can also email JoClair Gipe or myself. 

Thank you very much for your help, 

Chief Ring Stewards Obedience: JoClair & Rosi v.Fintel 
Gretchen Hartman, chief ring-steward Rally



GREATER KANSAS CITY DOG TRAINING CLUB  
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

December 5, 2019 

The regular monthly meeting of the GKCDTC was held on Thursday, December 5, 2019. The meeting was called to 
order at 7:02 PM, by President Dory Hall.  The minutes of the November meeting were approved and accepted.   
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Leslie gave the treasurer’s report for the month of October.   Leslie explained that receipts 
are needed for all transactions should there be an audit.  We need to spend our money wisely and everyone must do 
what they can to watch costs.   
BOD REPORT – Carol Wells went over items discussed at the last Board meeting, including a review of our insurance 
policies; the vacancy of the newsletter editor; request for a new printer for trial secretary use; our request to the city for 
a handicap parking space was turned down; and a possible upgrade to the sound system.  A possible January Board 
meeting will be discussed next week. 
TRIAL REPORTS 

• Tracking – Ellen Lash – The next tests are in February and March.  Debbie added that tracking is often held in 
extremely cold weather and people come from quite a distance.  Be cautious about driving in winter weather 
conditions.   

• Obedience & Rally Trial – Lisa Kramer.  Kramer thanked everyone for their help with the November Obedience 
trial, especially trial secretary Mary Vick.  There were many Qs and many new titles. 

The March trial will be four trials over two days.  Everyone’s help is needed.  There will be two 
obedience trials held concurrently morning and afternoon, and two rally trials held consecutively, one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon.  Des Moines has done this schedule successfully.  There will not be any non-
titling classes.   

Now is the time to submit your donations for trophies.  They must be in before the end of December so 
they can be included in the premium.  Chris Lero will again hold a raffle and donations are being collected.   

• Agility – Kim Krohn will be trial chair for both the January and April trials, January 24, 25, and 26; and April 24, 
25, and 26.  Mary Vick is the trial secretary for January and reports that Saturday is full and there is a wait list.  
There are 291 entries for Sunday.  JoClair Gipe will be the Trial Secretary for the April Trial and will shadow 
Mary at the January trial.  Christy Bowers is the judge for the January Trial and Sharon Williams is the judge for 
the April Trial.  The April trial will feature a “Premier Cup,” which is a special agility event with special prizes at 
the Friday trial.  Agility Ability did this in September and it was fun for the exhibitors. 

• Scent Work Trial – Deb Borgo.  The next trial is April 24, 25, and 26 and will follow the same schedule as the 
September trial.  Handler Discrimination will be held on Friday and all classes on Saturday and Sunday.  
Detective will be held all three days. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
• Training classes – Debbie McHenry.  The new schedule is out, including classes that have been requested.  

Some instructor spots are still open.  If you were not able to sign up for a class you wanted to teach, let Rosi 
know and she will reserve a spot for you for next session.   

There will be a training meeting on January 4 at 10:00 for all who teach or are considering teaching.   
Be on the lookout for a company that makes obedience equipment now that Acme no longer does.  Be 

careful handling the equipment so that it will last.   
• Printed materials – Russ – all is up to date  
• Show Prep – Obedience is Saturday starting at 8:30.  Diane could use help judging Utility and Open and Kim 

volunteered.  Rally is Sunday beginning at 9:00.   
• Supplies, Building & Training – Dory Hall reports all are up to date.   
• Social – Cindy Hartman  said February is full.  She asked people who bring goodies to please pick up any 

leftovers before they socialize.   
• CGC – Theresa Tuttle thanked all who helped with the last test.  The next test is Tuesday Dec 10 at 4:30.  She 

needs people for the crowd and a neutral dog.     
• Cheer and sympathy – Joyce Maas sent cards on behalf of the club to members who had lost loved ones, had 

illnesses, or surgery.  Anyone wishing more information can call Joyce or email pawprints@gkcdtc.org.   
• Newsletter – The editor position is open.  Dory is checking with a newer member about possibly taking the 

position.  Brags can be sent in at anytime to pawprints@gkcdtc.org   
• Voice Mail – Theresa Tuttle reports there were 49 calls.   



• Public Education – OPEN!  Please volunteer  
• Legislation – Kim reported that she and Russ attended the Independence Health Board’s subcommittee meeting 

following the public hearing regarding the city’s breed specific legislation (BSL – the Pit Bull ban).  The committee 
is inclined to recommend eliminating the ban but they believe a current FBI investigation in Independence might 
overshadow any efforts to eliminate BSL.  Municipal elections are in April and nothing is expected before then.  

• Website – Linda Bradley suggested people sign up for training classes online.  You know immediately if your 
registration was accepted.    

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
• Awards at the January Banquet – Lisa Kramer talked about the requirements to receive a plaque for your dog 

and for title bars.  The forms must be turned in before December 20.  If you choose to buy a plaque, it is $40 and 
bars are $9 each.     

There are additional awards for high scoring dog; the Challenge award; and the Perpetual trophy.  There 
will also be a gift exchange.  Bring a wrapped gift, under $10. 

• Banquet on January 18 – Sharon Bloss said it is at the Fish Market in Bass Pro Shop on I-70 and 470.  It is a 
buffet that begins at 6:30.  Reservations are due to her by Jan 4.   

• Dory reported on the building purchase.  The contract was signed on Tuesday and has now gone to the title 
company and the bank for final paperwork.   

• Lifetime membership nominations – Send a letter to the Board before next Thursday’s meeting so the decision 
can go to Lisa.   

MEMBERSHIP – Diana Aulgur. 
• There were two first readings and one second reading.  First readings were for Ellen and Linda.  The membership 

voted to accept Ryan into the Club.        
ANNOUNCEMENT – Thank you to Ellen for donating a microwave for the Club use.  Thank you to Scott for getting the 
Christmas tree down and to Carol for decorating it.    

We closed the meeting with brags and the Ugly Christmas sweater contest.  
NEXT MEETING DATE:  February 6, 2020. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM. 

/S/  Linda Bradley, Secretary   
secretary@gkcdtc.org   

We are once again having a basket raffle at the March Obedience/Rally trial, and we 
want it to be a success!   I have a laundry basket at the building to collect donations 
of "lightly used"  dog and or people items, if the item is fabric,  please  clean and 
launder it prior to donating.   We appreciate your support and I will be checking and 
emptying the basket weekly if I can.   I will also be attending the February and 
March meetings (weather permitting) and will "pass the cup" for monetary 
donations.  We all LOVE to win money!  So bring your pocket change!   

Thanks again for making the raffle a success! 

Chris Lero (2020 raffle)  
chrislero56@gmail.com 



 

The Fine Print:  

Paw Prints is the official newsletter of the Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club. It is 
published monthly except January and July. Items in Paw Prints do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Club, Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or others within the GKCDTC. 

The Officers, Board of Directors and Editor reserve the right to refuse advertising or 
submissions which they deem not to be in the best interests of the club. The Editor reserves 
the right to edit and/or verify all submissions. Nothing sent anonymously will be accepted.  
Submissions should be sent to pawprints@gkcdtc.org 

Brags, announcements and memorials are not considered advertising unless the author 
requests specific size or treatment of the material. 
Paw Prints Advertising Rates are published on page 5 in the Standing Rules, https://
gkcdtc.org/about/club-members/ 

General Club Meeting: 
First Thursday of every month except January and July at 7:00 PM at the training building. 
Next Meeting Date is February 6, 2020. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
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