
 

 

 
March 2025 

Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club 
9911 East 63rd St. 

Raytown, MO 64133 
Voicemail: 816-228-7214 

Website: https://gkcdtc.org  

Next meeting: Thursday March 6th, 
7pm at the building. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
Next board meeting: The board 
meets at 6:30pm on the last 
Thursday of each month except July 
and January at the club building. 
 
Club Officers: 
Jerry Ewing, president 
president@gkcdtc.org   
Theresa Tuttle, vice president 
vicepresident@gkcdtc.org   
Christy Darter, secretary 
secretary@gkcdtc.org   
Terri Rothwell, treasurer  
treasurer@gkcdtc.org  
David Parker, Chairman 
chairman@gkcdtc.org  
 
Board of Directors: 
Kevin Sherman 
director1@gkcdtc.org 
Rosi von Fintel  
director2@gkcdtc.org  
Sharon Parker  
director3@gkcdtc.org   
Crystal Ward  
director4@gkcdtc.org   
 

 

WELCOME 
BACK.  
SHARON BLOSS!  
 

 

 

The first half of 2025 Show Prep dates have been approved.  
The second half of the schedule will be announced later in 2025. 

https://gkcdtc.org/show-prep-class/  

2025 Show Prep Dates 

Obedience Rally 

Sunday, April 6, 2025 Saturday, April 5, 2025 

Saturday, May 10, 2025 Sunday, May 11, 2025 

Sunday, June 15, 2025 Saturday, June 14, 2025 
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The club's combined tracking competitions for the winter tracking and tracking excellent tests were held on 
2/23/25 at Smithville Lake Recreation Center. The tracking test was the 76th and the tracking excellent test, 
the 90th for our club. 
 
The test slots had filled easily and there were additional entrants on wait lists. The 22nd was the day 
reserved for AKC judges to plot the tracks which were then run on the 23rd. 
 
Both days were sunny and brisk which was a nice respite from our sub-zero days of snow and ice. 
Unfortunately there were no passes in either level of the testing competition. Friends and tracklayers remain 
undeterred by that fact and will undoubtedly try again with their best four-legged friends! 
 
The tracking committee welcomes inquiries in our sport. Our next combined test will be in November but our 
first 2025 Variable Surface test is just around the corner on 
3/16/25. 
 
Our thanks to all the seasoned folks as well as to the non-club 
members who assisted in the event. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Trial chair Ginny Mohr 

Rick Garvin has announced that he is Chief Ring Steward for the NOC (National Obedience Championship) 
and the RNC (Rally National Championship) and is asking for volunteers.  And these events take a ton of 
stewards and volunteers!  If you volunteer for either event, you will need to work an entire day or the length 
of the event, if possible. 
 
Both events are being held at Purina Farms.  RNC is July 3-5 and NOC is July 6-7.   Both are such great 
events to watch - you get to see the best teams in the country compete!!  And this year it is being held so 
close to KC! 
 
If you would like to volunteer, please go to the AKC site, under the event you are interested in:   
 
2025 AKC Rally National/National Obedience Championships - Volunteer Form 
 

https://akc.jotform.com/250144951218857


 

 

ATTENTION MEMBERS 
 
We are starting preparations for the biggest fundraiser of the year — Raffle Sales at the March Obedience & 
Rally Trial (March 21-23) and… 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE IT SUCCESSFUL! 
 
Here is how you can help: 

●​ Please bring any new or gently used and clean donations to the club by March 14th. Raffle baskets 
will be put together from the donated items. 

●​ Donate cash at the February and/or March club meeting to help purchase gift cards to add to 
baskets. 

●​ Sign up to help sell tickets for the raffle during the Rally Trials. 
 
When thinking about appropriate donations, please consider what items dog lovers might like. These could 
include: 

●​ Dog supplies, equipment, treats, toys 
●​ Outdoor items like chairs, coolers, water bottles 
●​ Gift cards for restaurants, pet stores, farm & feed stores 
●​ Club or dog t-shirts, sweatshirts 
●​ If you have a talent, consider making something to donate (i.e., blankets, pottery, graphic shirts, 

personalized items, desserts, etc) 
●​ If you own a business, consider donating a service. 

 
Be creative! 
Please contact June Dobson at nanajune62@gmail.com with any questions. 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 
Time has come to think about upcoming June elections. Our membership count is nearly 150 
members, but only 30% of which have met the attendance requirement and are eligible to be 
nominated. 
 
If the Nominating Committee contacts you, please consider their request and, if you can, assist the 
club in taking care of business for another successful year. 
 
Available positions are: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and two Board Members 
 
Per the Constitution and By-Laws, only members in good standing, who have attended at least 
one-half of the regular business meetings during the past twelve (12) months, shall be eligible to 
be nominated. 
 
If you'd like to be nominated or known of someone the committee should consider, please contact 
anyone from the list below. 
 
Thank you, from your Nominating Committee: 

Crystal Ward – wtrswoopes@gmail.com  
Gretchen Ann Longhofer – longhofer_61@myyahoo.com  
Diane Markley – joshgabe1@yahoo.com  
Nancy Parsons-Wright – nanpardane@gmail.com  
Debbie Randell – kansuchows@hotmail.com  
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 Rally Seminar ​

featuring Walter O’Brien and Nancy Heidt​

Saturday, May 3, 2025      8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
        Sunday, May 4, 2005      8:00 am - 3:00 pm​

includes 5 meals (Sat: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner | Sun: Breakfast & Lunch) 
 

Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club | 9911 E. 63rd St., Raytown, MO 64133​
 

 

Walter O’Brien began participating in both Conformation and Obedience with his first Pembroke Welsh Corgi in 1996. He 
first started showing in Conformation but, soon became very interested in the Obedience as both a competition and an aid 
to being the leader of the pack. Walter’s work-related travels through the years have given him the opportunity to exhibit 
throughout the country. In 2001, in Flagstaff, Arizona, he discovered Rally during the Flagstaff Kennel Club Shows and it 
was the beginning of a rewarding journey. 
 
Nancy Heidt began her Rally experience in 2009 when she started training with her 5-year-old Parson Russell Terrier, Little 
Miss Sunshine BN RAE, Dotty, in Perry, GA at the Macon Kennel Club Training facility. While competing and loving the sport 
of Rally, she began mentoring and applied for her Rally Judge’s license in 2018. She became a Rally instructor and 
continued training when she moved to Savannah in 2019. Being a retired teacher, Nancy is thoroughly enjoying her judging 
assignments. As a Rally instructor, she provides her students with the tools to improve on their training and learning how 
to perform the Rally signs. “Remember you are walking out of the Rally ring with your best friend.” ​
  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

​

This seminar is limited to 18 working teams and 19 auditing attendees.​
Please return by April 19th, 2025. 

 
Your spot is not confirmed until payment is received. NO REFUNDS, unless spot is filled from the waitlist. ​

Make checks to GKCDTC and mail to: Gretchen Longhofer, 7116 Main St., Kansas City, MO 64114.​
You may enclose the form below with your check via US Mail or email form to: longhofer_61@myyahoo.com 

​
 
 

[    ]   Working Team​
$200 for both days (up to 2 dogs) 

[    ]   Audit Attendee​
$100 for both days 

 
______________________________   ________________________________________________________​
HANDLER NAME                                                    ADDRESS / CITY / STATE / ZIP 
 
________________________________________________   ______________________________________​
EMAIL                                                                                                                    PHONE 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________​
EMERGENCY CONTACT (NAME / PHONE) 
 
_______________________________   _________________________________    ____________________​
DOG NAME                                                                BREED                                                                              AGE OF DOG 
 

_________________________________________________________________    $ ___________________​
TITLE(S) OF DOG​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       TOTAL DUE 
​
AGREEMENT: By entering this seminar, I agree to keep my dog on leash & under control/crated, unless in the ring working with 
presenter. I understand that dogs with aggressive behavior will not be allowed to participate. Furthermore, in the case of an injury, fall 
or accident, I shall hold harmless from any liability the Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club and its officers, agents, members, 
instructors, and other persons in any way associated with the club or seminar. If GKCDTC cancels the seminar due to civil disturbances 
or other conditions beyond its control, making it unreasonable or unsafe to host said event, GKCDTC will attempt to reschedule event if 
possible and refunds will be made for those unable to attend on the alternate date. The club does not agree to arbitration and assumes 
no liability for damages or theft to vehicles and/or contents during this event. 

mailto:longhofer_61@myyahoo.com


 

Want something to listen to while you are cooking, cleaning, or driving to  
your next trial? Check out the following Podcast suggestions! 

 
From: Christy Darter  

 

 
Drinking From the Toilet: 
 
A dog training podcast for serious behavior 
nerds. This podcast is described as a 
"behind the scenes look into the reality of 
dog training, behavior, and learning". 

 
Fenzi Dog Sports Podcast: 
 
Published every Friday by the Fenzi Dog 
Sports Academy. Each episode includes an 
interview with a recognizable name from the 
dog sports training world. 

 

 

 
Cog Dog Radio: 
 
By Sarah Stremming covers a diverse array 
of topics ranging from obedience basics to 
complex behavioral issues. 



 
The Bitey End of the Dog: 
 
A podcast by Michael Shikashio that is 
dedicated to helping dogs with aggression 
issues. 

 

 

 
All About Scent Work: 
 
Covers all things scent work. This podcast is 
brought to you by Diana Santos of Scent 
Work University. 

 
K9s Talking Scents: 
 
A podcast from Cameron Ford that covers 
scent work/nosework related content ranging 
from sport to professional detection topics. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
Submission for the April PawPrints Newsletter is due:   
Friday, March 28th by 8pm. 
 
Please send announcements, brags, items of interest, 
etc. to pawprints@gkcdtc.org  
 
 

 
 

REMINDER:  The club building will be cleaned the first and third Friday of the month. Ring rental will not be 
available while the building is being cleaned. 

mailto:pawprints@gkcdtc.org


Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club   
General Meeting Minutes   

February 6, 2025   

The General Monthly Meeting of the GKCDTC was held on Thursday February 6, 2024.  The meeting 
was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Jerry Ewing   

DECEMBER MINUTES: The Minutes of the December meeting were accepted.   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   
● Jerry welcomed Sharon Bloss to the meeting. Everyone was excited to see her.  ● Mary Vick was 
thanked for her service to the club in many roles.   
● Terri Rothwell has volunteered to be the new treasurer.   
● Kevin Sherman has also volunteered to fill a vacancy on the Board.   
● Money for the new front door has been approved.   

● Jerry shared two letters. One was from the Asheville, North Carolina Humane Society thanking  the club for a 
$500.00 donation. The second letter was from the Metropolitan Community College  Foundation thanking the club 

for its $500.00 donation subsequent to the fall scent work trial.   
● Jerry asked club members to help out by sprinkling salt on the sidewalk should it be icy. The  contract for snow 

removal has been changed to include sidewalks.   
● The nominating committee will soon be seeking club members to serve as member of the  committee.   
● Something to think about in the future is the amount of money that the club spends on bars and  awards 

presented at the annual awards banquet. This will need to be looked at carefully next  year.   

TREASURER’S REPORT:   
● Terri Rothwell shared income and expenses for December. Income totaled $6918.06. Expenses  totaled 

$6788.33. See Terri if you have questions.   

BOARD REPORT:   
● The Board approved a request from the training committee to refund a member for class fees.  ● The 2025 rally 
seminar was approved.   
● Displaceable high jumps were discussed. The obedience committee has requested the purchase  of two to three 

sets. The board decided to wait on purchase until next year. The club purchased a  set earlier that can be used 
this fall.   

● The fall 2025 scent work trial budget was approved.   
● Both Boards approved a 6% increase in the monthly rental of the building. Insurance for the  building 

increased 30.3% That is the primary reason for the increase.   
● For two years the club has not increased the cost of bars and awards given to members at the  annual awards 
banquet. This year the club paid $2957.44 for bars and awards.  ● Keri Sigman has been thanked for her work as 
bookkeeper. Taxes are with accountant now.  ● Crystal Ward will chair the nominating committee.   
● A second refund request was approved for a member who is moving and unable to take the class  she enrolled in.   
● Money for the new front door was approved.   
● The Board approved a new maintenance contract with Comfort Systems.   
● AKC is increasing the event service fee charge. The club will have to consider this increase in  cost.  

 
TRACKING:   

● TD/TDX will be February 23, 2025 at Smithville Lake. Rosi encouraged members to come and  watch. There will 
be four TD tracks and four TDX tracks. For more information contact Rosi or  Jerry.   

● VST will be March 16, 2025.   

OBEDIENCE/RALLY:   
● The spring trial will be March 21, 22, 23 at All Star Dog Sports. The premium and entry forms are  ready. Renee 

reminded everyone to get their entries in quickly, and encouraged club members to  volunteer to help out at the 
trial.   

● Friday will be rally only.   
● On Saturday and Sunday there will be one rally trial and two obedience trials each day. One trial  will use the the 

displaceable jump. The other trial will use the other jump.   
● Laura and Theresa are working on hospitality. They are seeking volunteers to man the hospitality  room.   



● Theresa reminded everyone that items are needed for the raffle. Volunteers are needed to  steward. A sign 
up sheet is available in the upstairs training area.   

● June thanked Crystal for sending out a Constant Contact soliciting donations for the raffle. June  suggested 
members think creatively and donate items that they would like to win. June needs  help selling raffle tickets. 
Cash donations are also accepted.   

● Steve Tuttle needs help getting equipment to and from the trail site. Meet at the club Thursday  evening to load. 
Meet at ASDS Friday morning to set up. He will have a sign up sheet at the  March meeting.   

AGILITY:   
● Neida gave a brief report on the January agility trial. The judge was complimentary. The trial went  smoothly. There 

was one complaint about people not being welcoming to a Novice level  competitor. The new folks don’t know the 
system. We need to be more tolerant and welcoming.   

● Kim thanked Neida and Lee Ann. They in turn thanked all of the members who came to help.  ● Ribbons have 
been purchased from Hodge’s.   
● Agility trial dates for 2025   

○ The April 2025 trial will be April 18-20 at ASDS. Kim Krohn is the trial chair. The  application for the April 
trial has been filed. The cost of subsequent entries was increased  by $1.00 to match the January entry 
fee. Bob Nash will be the Chief Coursebuilder. Kim  will deliver copies of all contracts to Terri next week. 
Online sign up will be available for  volunteers. Sherry Jefferson will judge.   

○ Need a volunteer to do hospitality at the April trial.   
○ The premium is out.   

 
SCENT WORK:   

● Spring trial will be June 6, 7, and 8 at the Maple Woods Community College Veterinary  Technology 
building.   

● Kim will be looking fro volunteers.   
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
➢ Training Committee:   

○ Rosi posted the schedule for session two in the club building. Session two will now begin  the week of 
March 10 for all classes. There were multiple class cancellations in session  one. That is the reason for the 

session two start date change. Rosi thanked all of the  instructors. Members who volunteer to instruct 
receive a credit for a free class.   

➢ Show Prep   
○ Registration is open for the March 1 and 2 show prep. Volunteers are needed to help  especially in the 

afternoons. Obedience will be on Saturday. Rally will be on Sunday.  
➢ Cheer and Sympathy   

○ Diane shared cards that were sent in December and January.   
➢ Building Supplies:   

○ Sarah Foster asks members to send Joe an email if supplies are needed. There are extra  supplies 
downstairs.   

➢ Hospitality:   
○ Contact Lee Ann if you are interested in helping out by bringing snacks to meetings.  ○ Mikayla Fee 
will be the new hospitality chair beginning in March.   

➢ Voicemail:   
○ Lee Ann reported on returned calls.   

➢ CGC:   
○ Test will be Tuesday March 4. Steve Tuttle has a sign up sheet to help with the test. It will  start at 6:00 PM. 

If you are interested in helping, please arrive by 5:30- 5:45 PM.  ➢ Newsletter:   
○ Send materials for the newsletter to the editor of Paw Prints.   

➢ Public Education   
○ Wess shared that Dogtoberfest has a new representative.   

➢ Social Media:   
○ Send information to Crystal.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
● None.   



NEW BUSINESS:   
● Carol Wells suggested that pictures from the Awards Banquet be used to update the photos on  the club wall.   

MEMBERSHIP:   
● There was one first reading.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS/BRAGS:   
● Rick Garvin is the Chief Ring Steward for the obedience and rally National Championships moved  to Purina in July. 

He is seeking volunteers. You can sign up to steward by completing the form on  the AKC site.   
● Sarah shared that membership applications are available in the upstairs training room.  ● Deb reminded 
everyone that PetSmart in Lee’s Summit is still looking for a dog trainer.   

Next Meeting:   
March 6, 2025   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 PM   

s/ Christy Darter, secretary  

 

 
 
 

The Fine Print:  
Paw Prints is the official newsletter of the Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club. It is published monthly except January and July. 
Items in Paw Prints do not necessarily reflect the views of the Club, Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or others within the 
GKCDTC.  
 
The Officers, Board of Directors and Editor reserve the right to refuse advertising or submissions which they deem not to be in the 
best interests of the club. The Editor reserves the right to edit and/or verify all submissions. Nothing sent anonymously will be 
accepted. Submissions should be sent to pawprints@gkcdtc.org   
 
Brags, announcements and memorials are not considered advertising unless the author requests specific size or treatment of the 
material. Paw Prints Advertising Rates are published on page 5 in the Standing Rules, https://gkcdtc.org/about/club-members/   
 
General Club Meeting:  
First Thursday of every month except January and July at 7:00 PM at the training building.  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
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