
 

 

 
May 2025 

Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club 
9911 East 63rd St. 

Raytown, MO 64133 
Voicemail: 816-228-7214 

Website: https://gkcdtc.org  

Next meeting: Thursday May 1st, 7pm 
at the building. Everyone is welcome! 
 
Next board meeting: The board meets 
at 6:30pm on the last Thursday of each 
month except July and January at the 
club building. 
 
Club Officers: 
Jerry Ewing, president 
president@gkcdtc.org   
Theresa Tuttle, vice president 
vicepresident@gkcdtc.org   
Christy Darter, secretary 
secretary@gkcdtc.org   
Terri Rothwell, treasurer  
treasurer@gkcdtc.org  
David Parker, Chairman 
chairman@gkcdtc.org  
 
Board of Directors: 
Kevin Sherman 
director1@gkcdtc.org 
Rosi von Fintel  
director2@gkcdtc.org  
Sharon Parker  
director3@gkcdtc.org   
Crystal Ward  
director4@gkcdtc.org   
 

 

 

 
The first half of 2025 Show Prep dates have been approved.  

The second half of the schedule will be announced later in 2025. 
https://gkcdtc.org/show-prep-class/  

 

 

REMINDER:  The club building will be cleaned the first and third 
Friday of the month. Ring rental will not be available while the 
building is being cleaned. 
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Volunteer opportunities are posted: 

https://gkcdtc.org/volunteer/  

 
 

The agility committee is in need of the following 
positions for our  

January 23-25, 2026 Trial 
 

Trial Chair 

- We need 1 or 2 volunteers. 
- This job involves being at the show site all day each day (or if we have 2 individuals 
they can split the time equally). 
- They will be there to handle anything that comes up and assist exhibitors, our 
secretary, the  judge, and workers as needed. 
- All the pre-trial setup will be completed prior to the trial, so the Trial Chair(s) are 
primarily at the site, making announcements, and providing leadership as needed. 

Hospitality - Coffee, water and lunch along with snacks will need to be provided each day.    
- Once lunch is done, hospitality can leave for the day. 

Chief Ring 
Stewards 

- We need 2 volunteers for this: one for Saturday and one for Sunday. 
- The Chief Ring Steward arrives at 7:30 a.m. and doesn’t leave until the end of the trial. 
- This position is basically a volunteer coordinator - making sure that workers are in 
their positions and ready to go for each class.   

 
All workers will receive a free lunch.  

We will have a google sheet online that folks can use to sign up. 
 
If anyone would consider any of these positions it would be much appreciated, and if you are new we will 
provide training and assistance.  If we have any members that would like to join the agility committee team and 
help on future trials please inquire as well. 

 
 

Ginger says “don’t snooze on your news!”  
 
Submissions for the June issue of PawPrints are due May 30th by 8pm. Please 
send announcements, brags, items of interest, etc. to pawprints@gkcdtc.org  

https://gkcdtc.org/volunteer/
mailto:pawprints@gkcdtc.org


 
 

 
 
Remembering Theresa Tuttle 
 
I have been working on this edition of PawPrints for a while, and my heart broke as I looked at the names of 
our current Club Officers. My husband and I, and our Shelties Roscoe and Ginger, are fairly new to the 
GKCDTC. Since we work full time and are also Sheltie foster parents, we haven’t had the opportunities to be 
as fully engaged with the Club as we would like, but we try to step in where we can.  
 
Two of the people we met early on, and saw how hard they worked for the Club and the members, were Steve 
and Theresa Tuttle. 
 
At her Memorial Service, we saw pictures of a much younger Theresa, smiling with Steve. And I learned so 
much from the lovingly written obituary - I’m not going to repeat that here, as those aren’t my words to share. 
 
Instead, I’m writing this as one of her former students. I want to express how impactful Theresa was to me, 
John, and our dogs. We earned our CGCs at the end of our Advanced Beginner class that she taught - the 
very first titles we put on our dogs!  
 
And we aren’t the only ones - I know Theresa loved teaching for the GKCDTC, and I can’t imagine how many 
handlers and dogs she has impacted over the years. 
 
To Theresa: I wish I had the opportunity to know you better. Thank you for the knowledge you shared, and the 
joy you brought to so many! 
 
And to Steve: We are so, so sorry. 
 
With both gratitude and a heavy heart, 
Krisana West  



 

 
 

From Neida Heusinkvelt:   
 
Another fun milestone title completed with my golden retriever Bryce.  New AKC Preferred Agility Champion 
(PACH) added on April 19, 2025 at hometown club Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club at ASDS in Blue 
Springs MO.  Thanks to our hardworking club and volunteers all weekend and flowing courses by judge 
Sherry Jefferson.  The agility community is a wonderful 
group of people to be associated with.  
 
Bryce at veteran age 9 1/2 added this journey title 
competing locally in the KCMO area and Wichita KS in 
the past year.  He earned 5/6 qualifying runs twice this 
month to finish the title and we both still love the 
adrenaline rush of the uncertainty of a unique course 
each run to complete 20 double qualifying runs and earn 
over 850 points in the process.  Many thanks to my 
Instructor Lori Michaels, my agility travel buddies, and the 
advanced Wednesday ASDS class participants that 
genuinely support us.  Bryce is officially OTCH MACH2 
PACH Ariell Force Of Nature At Aureo UDX4 OM5 BN 
GO RAE TDX MH MXG MJS XF TKN WCX ADHF 
PADHF VCM CCA, Can OTCH RE AGN WCX, UKC 
HRCH U-UD.  Bryce still loves to train - we will be back to 
VST training and hunt test training and retrieving ducks! 

 

Dawn Trottman sent in: 
At the Greater Emporia and Jesse James Kennel Club's 
cluster, April 3-6, my 7 month old Cesky Terrier took Winner's 
Bitch each day to earn 4 points total. Three of the four judges 
liked her so much that they had a problem choosing between 
her and the Special. Sunny has a flashy attitude!  
The same bitch, Sunny, Bluefire Island Sunshine, got 5 pt 
major from Puppy 6-9 month at Mid Continent Kennel Club on 
4/26. My other bitch, Bliss, Bluefire She's Perpetual Bliss, took 
4 pt major on 4/25. 

 
From: Rhonda Brown 
 
My papillon, Riley, and I finished our MX 
title in March.  We also were invited to the 
Rally Championship in St. Louis in Novice 
Rally. 



 
Updates and News from AKC 

 
7 Places to Look for Ticks on Your Dog 
By Harriet Meyers 
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/places-to-look-for-ticks-on-dog/  
 
As the weather warms up, many of us are spending more time outside with our dogs - which means we are 
more at risk for picking up those bloodsucking parasites. Ticks carry quite a few deadly diseases, some of 
which have no cure and that can infect your dog as quickly as three hours after a tick latches on, so talking 
with your veterinarian about appropriate prevention methods (especially if you are going to travel) is important. 
 
The article has embedded links, including how to safely remove a tick. Because it is so important to remove a 
tick as quickly as possible, this article is geared towards those places on dogs that ticks really like to hide.  

 
-​ Head and Ears 
-​ Toes 
-​ Tail 
-​ Groin 

-​ Eyelids 
-​ Under the Collar 
-​ Under their “arms” 

 
Check out the article for more information! 
 
 
 

 
In The Know:  
 
The AKC has monthly 
updates to clubs that are 
posted on the Event 
Operations site.  
There were several 
interesting announcements 
sent out in April! 
 

AKC Fit Dog 2025 Spring Scurry 5K! 
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-family-dog-pr
ogram/akc-fit-dog/fit-dog-2025-spring-scurry-
5k/  
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Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club   
General Meeting Minutes   

April, 2025   
 
The General Monthly Meeting of the GKCDTC was held on Thursday April 3, 2025.   
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Jerry Ewing   
 
MARCH MINUTES: The Minutes of the March meeting were approved.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   

●​ Jerry welcomed everyone to the meeting including several guests.   
●​ He reminded trial secretaries to include the excerpt from AKC regarding sexual abuse in all  premium lists.   

 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   

●​ Terri shared income and expenses for February. See Terri if you have questions.   
 
BOARD REPORT:   

●​ David reported that the Board approved the new cost for the new front door at the last meeting   
●​ Also approved was a professional version of Quicken for the treasurer.   
●​ A late renewal was approved for a member.   
●​ The club needs someone who is willing to help market the meeting space downstairs. That space will be available 

for rent for a nominal fee.   
 
TRACKING:   

●​ Kim was the Chief Tracklayer for the VST and thanked those who laid track – Lisa Kramer, Sue  Magierowski, and 
Debbie Schroeder. Chris Lero served as secretary and provided hospitality.   

 
OBEDIENCE/RALLY:   

●​ Laura reported that the March trial went well. She thanked all of the volunteers. Rachel Eis, and the  Dobsons 
were thanked for their work with hospitality and the raffle.   

 
AGILITY:   

●​ Kim has provided contracts to the show site (ASDS), the Trial Secretary (Cheri Sutton), and the Chief  
Coursebuilder, Bob Nash. Kim also has the judge’s contract. Kim will provide Terri Rothwell with  copies of all the 
contracts soon.   

●​ Agility Trials 2025, Secretary – Cheri Sutton is the contract secretary for all trials, which will be held  at All Star 
Dog Sports in Blue Springs.   

●​ April Trial - April 18-20, 2025. Trial – 16th Corresponding Weekend. Kim Krohn is the Trial Chairman.   
●​ Kim will work with Crystal Ward soon to establish online signup so club members can sign up to help  with the 

trial. Members will get email notification about the sign-up via Constant Contact.   
●​ Sherry Jefferson is the judge for 2025.   

 
SCENT WORK:   

●​ The first scent work trial of 2025 will be June 6/7/8 at Maple Woods Community College. We will need  workers. 
Online signup will be available. Email notification will go out about this. We are going to  need a lot of helpers!   

●​ Terri reported that the trial opened on Tuesday and is half full.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
➢​ Training Committee:   

○​ Session three will open for enrollment on April 8. Rosi has the class schedule and is  seeking volunteers 
for instructor and assistant positions.   

○​ The committee is planning a meeting for instructors and assistants on April 27 at  10:00AM. 
Qualifications, and duties for all positions will be discussed.   
 



➢​ Show Prep   
○​ Show Prep is this weekend. Rally on Saturday. Obedience on Sunday.   
○​ The next Show Prep is scheduled for May 10 and 11. See information on the website.   

➢​ Hospitality:   
○​ Contact Lee Ann if you are interested in helping out by bringing snacks to meetings.   

➢​ Voicemail:   
○​ Lee Ann mentioned that she has received several questions related to a future  conformation class.   

➢​ CGC:   
○​ Last session Terri Rothwell was the evaluator . All of the students passed. Next  evaluation will be May 8. 

Theresa will need an evaluator and helpers.   
➢​ Newsletter:   

○​ The current newsletter is posted on the club website.   
➢​ Public Education   

○​ We have received Dogtoberfest information. Wess will be presenting it to the Board  soon.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

●​ The nominating committee has nominees for every position except for secretary.  • The new air conditioning units 
have been installed along with a locked enclosure.  NEW BUSINESS:   

●​ Jerry has contacted Evergy about installing a dawn to dusk light on the pole outside the building.  He hopes to 
meet with them soon.   

 
MEMBERSHIP:   

●​ Sarah welcomed four individuals for their first reading, and one individual for a second reading.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/BRAGS:   

●​ Several members shared accomplishments. Please share announcements and brags with the  editor of Paw 
Prints so that they can be included in the club newsletter.   

 
Next Meeting: May 1, 2025   
The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 PM   
 
s/s Christy Darter, secretary  
 
 

The Fine Print:  
Paw Prints is the official newsletter of the Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club. It is published monthly except January and July. 
Items in Paw Prints do not necessarily reflect the views of the Club, Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or others within the 
GKCDTC.  
 
The Officers, Board of Directors and Editor reserve the right to refuse advertising or submissions which they deem not to be in the 
best interests of the club. The Editor reserves the right to edit and/or verify all submissions. Nothing sent anonymously will be 
accepted. Submissions should be sent to pawprints@gkcdtc.org   
 
Brags, announcements and memorials are not considered advertising unless the author requests specific size or treatment of the 
material. Paw Prints Advertising Rates are published on page 5 in the Standing Rules, https://gkcdtc.org/about/club-members/   
 
General Club Meeting:  
First Thursday of every month except January and July at 7:00 PM at the training building.  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
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