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WELCOME TO THE NEW-SLETTER

BY MICKAYLA FEE

It's been some time since the club has seen a
newsletter released (May in fact). At the last club
meeting, members were wondering where it had
gone. Were we not having a newsletter monthly
anymore? Was it gone forever? How would we all
share the admable pictures of our dogs with the
club?

During the meeting, when a member asked what
had happened to the newsletter, the president
announced that the person who had previously been
creating them had to step down, and no one had
volunteered to take up the mantle of digital press. [
happily volunteered as I had been awaiting the
chance to put my skills to good use for the club!

With the change, I've got some new ideas for the
newsletter, some of which you'll see in this issue.
However, this is -your- newsletter too as club
members, and I want to know what you want to see,
read, and hear about. On page one where the
Contents are listed, you will find the information on
submitting items for the newsletter, whether they be
brags, announcements, new ideas, questions,
submissions for Spotlights, or any other feedback.
I've also included that same mention at the bottom
of this article.

As noted in that same section, we ask that
submissions are respectful, even if you are
expressing concern or dislike. All feedback will be
reviewed and responded to, even if it’s not included
in the newsletter itself. If there are readability issues,
please let me know so I can make adjustments to the
layout.

I look forward to creating and publishing a

professional newsletter for our club, and any other

graphic needs that we may have. You'll notice new
cover images on the Honor Roll binder at the club
already. Happy sporting! =

GOT AN IDEA OR FEEDBACK FOR THE NEWSLETTER?

Send in your ideas, nominations for Member Spntllqht and
Dog Spotlight, and feedback to pawprint
We welcome all respectful thoughts and
feedback. This is a newsletter for you, the members, so let us
know what you want to see! Entries are due by the 15th of the
month to allow time for publication.

2 Pawprints October 2025 | Issue 39

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« SESSION 6 CLASSES HAVE BEEN
RELEASED FOR ENROLLMENT

If you're interested in taking a class at GKCDTGC,
we offer many different ones thanks to our
volunteer instructors and assistants.

Session 6 classes will start the week of October
27th and spots fill fast, so be sure to sign up soon.
If you have any questions about which class to
take, email training@gkcdtc.org or call (816)
228-7214. Enrollment questions and issues can be
emailed to enrollment@gkcdtc.org.

BI-WEEKLY CLUB CLEANING

Club cleaning will take place October 3rd and
17th from 7:00am to 10:00am. It’s a great way to
help the club, especially if you like having a clean
space to practice and visit. The more volunteers
the merrier! A reminder that Ring Rental is
unavailable during this time.

VST TRACKING TEST - OCT 5th
The club will host a VST Tracking Test on
October 5th, 2025 at the Southcreek Office Park in
Overland Park, KS. Show hours are 6:00am to
3:00pm. Tracklayers are still needed as volunteers
so if you're interested in helping out, contact Rosi
von Fintel at directorz@gkedtc.org.

If you have announcements you would like to submit,

please email any announcement needs to



MEMBER SECTION

NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH AND MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

NEW MEMBERS

-COMING SOON-

Be on the lookout for this in the next issue!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - Mickayla Fee

Written by Mickayla Fee

A new feature of the newsletter will be to
introduce a random member from the club, as there
are many of us and a lot of us don’t have names to put
with faces (or dogs!). Members who would like to
volunteer to be in the Spotlight are welcome to email
pawprints@gkedtc.org and write 2-3 paragraphs
about themselves and their dogs. Topics you can
write about might be about what dogs you have or
had, how you got into dog sports, what your favorite
sport is, a huge achievement, and other dog
sport/club related information you would like to
share.

As this is a new section, it was easier for me to
introduce myself as some people around the club
recognize me or or one of my dogs, Brush, but being
in charge of the newsletter, I definitely want people
to know who to come to with questions about it!

I'm from Missouri for most of my life, with a 3
year visit to Okinawa, Japan since my ex was a
Marine, and the two years in Arizona before I came
back in 2016. I'm a Graphic Designer, a dog trainer,
and beginning leather worker, among many other
talents and skills.
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Originally, I was a cat person, but in 2010 I got my
first personal dog Lahki after living with a white
GSD my ex had; I got used to having one around and
I had family dogs as a kid for the first 5 years. Lahki
was an amazing dog, and I learned SO MUCH from
her, especially when I worked with a professional
trainer in Arizona in 2016. When she passed away
unexpetedly in 2021, I honestly thought I wouldn’t
get another dog because she had set the bar so high.

Three months after, the house felt really weird so
I adopted Suka, a 2 year old 70% German
Shepherd/30% Australian Shepherd, and my dog life
snowballed from there! I now have EIGHT DOGS:

e
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MEMBER SECTION

NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH AND MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Jax (75% GSD/25% Australian Shepherd - 7 years)
who is a retired service dog, Brush (54% Husky/mix
of Boxer, Pitbull, Min Pm, and Beagle - 3 years) who
WE S mre; is my full-time Service
% Dog and competes in
Rally and Obedience
for fun, Rook (100%
white GSD - 4 years),
 Dublin (~50%
© GSD/27%  Chocolate
. Lab/ ~20% Australian
. Shepherd - 4 years)
who  just  started
competeing in Scent
Work, Quill (65%
- Husky/ some Bulldog
: 3 and other breeds - 3
years) who is my Agility prospect, Phade (~50%
Belgian Malinois/~50% Dutch Shepherd - 3 years)
who does beginning bitework for fun and will be my
FASTCat prospect next year, and then there’s
Whiskey (Husky/Cattle Dog/GSD/Lab/Chow Chow
mix - 3 years) who will start competeing in Rally next
year. [ also have two senior ginger cats, Nym and
Eisley - 13 and 12 years old, who were rescued in
Okinawa and flew back to the states with me. They
get along S
great with
the pack... as
long as the -
pack  isn’t
throwing
down in the
living room.
I became
amember in
the fall of
2024, after hearing about the club through Deb
McHenry when [ just happened to sell her a pink
leash I didn't like through Facebook Marketplace.
Prior, I had never heard of the club, and I thought
AKC was only for purebred dogs. I couldn’t have
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been happier that [ was wrong!

Brush was the reason I started competeing in dog
sports; she is super intelligent and learns things
incredibly fast. I wanted to keep her challenged, as
well as grow my skills and have fun with my dogs in
general. In our year of participating, I have learned
so much, made many new friends, have had a
wonderful time working as a team with my dogs, and
watching them grow and just have fun! I don’t think
I have a favorite sport since my dogs each have their
ideal sport, but 'm the most relaxed in Rally out of
the three we have tried so far.

Our biggest achievement so far was Brush
finishing First In Three for her Rally Novice Title
RIGHT out of the gate last September. 1 look
forward to learning more about the other sports, and
hopefully travelling in the future to other trials. All
of my dogs live off of people pets so feel free to say
hello to us anytime you see us! Were certainly
happy to have found dog sports and a place in the
world. =




AKG UPDATES AND CLUB NEEDS

AKC UPDATES OPEN POSITIONS &
ERINGING SOME COLOR T VOLUNTEER NEEDS

A Wbl - VST TRACKING TRIAL
allowing dogs to have coat coloring is to add an
element of fun to events by allowing clubs to
adopt themes or to encourage dogs to “run for the
cause” in support of a local activity.

The Tracking Committee could use your help
being a Tracklayer for the October 5th trial in
Overland Park, KS from 6:00am - 3:00pm. If you
would like to learn about tracking and volunteer,

: : _ : please contact Rosi von Fintel at
This change goes into effect starting September 1, :

. ir r2@gk rg.
2025. The exact wording of these changes are
noted below and will be added to the Regulations
tl?r A[:C icent Work booklet upon the next « NOVEMBER OBEDIENCE TRIAL -
fepriniing: MULTIPLE NEEDS
Our November Obedience Trial here at the club is
BURIED DEPTH IN SCENT WORK 11 _l’leed Ofmultlple Volunteers for tlle fOHOWlng:
] — 5 R IR : _ Friday Setup Crew
The change pertains to the specifications on the Braand
amount of sand that must be used in Buried ki
Sunday Clean Up Crew

Classes as well as redefine what constitutes a

“scent vessel” for Buried Classes where water is ; : . ;
If you are interested in volunteering and earning

required. Specifically, this change would allow . L
: those points, please visit gkedtc.org/volunteer to

Buried Classes where sand is the substrate, to use : :

" S A access the online sign up form.
one inch of sand covering the scent vessel. The
scent vessel can range from one inch to two
inches. This recommendation will reduce the
weight of the buried container.

This change goes into effect starting October 1,
2025. The exact wording of these changes are
noted below and will be added to the Regulations
for AKC Scent Work booklet upon the next
reprinting.

If you have other club needs you would like to submit,

please email any open positions, volunteer slots, or other

Visit the AKC Scent Work Regulations Page :
needs to pawprints@gkcdic.org.

below for more details:

www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/regulat
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DOG SPOTLIGHT - BRUSH

WRITTEN BY MICKAYLA FEE, OWNER

Another new feature of the newsletter will be to introduce some of our member’s dogs. We may know each
other, but our dog’s are our team members and just as important when we're in the ring. Members who would like
to volunteer their dog to be in the Dog Spotlight are welcome to email pawprints@gkedtc.org and write 2-3
paragraphs about their dogs. Information you can write about might be their age, breed, where you got them, when
they started training, what sport they started in, what sports they’re currently in, achievements, funny moments, etc.
And be sure to send some pictures! We want to see those beautiful faces! As this is a new section, using Brush will

give you an idea of just what this section is about!

“The puppy I didn’t want” is what I always call
Brush. When she showed up on KCPP’s Lost &
= - Found Facebook Page on
a Friday night at 8:30pm...
[ already had Suka and
Jax and was NOT looking
for another dog.

But the universe
smacked me in the face,
and kept telling me she
was supposed to be my
' dog. I knew nothing
about potty training, had
heard all of the horror
stories about puppies, [
did not want a 2 month old puppy. Period.

Something wouldn’t let go so the next morning I
showed up 15 minutes early to meet her. A wiggly
cutie behind the glass, something still told me to take
her home, so I plopped down the $15 Early Bird
Hold. She served her 5 day stray hold, got fixed and
vaccinated, and I picked up my first puppy -ever-...
and learned that dogs do smile. I named her Brush
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as I'm an artist, and she had a white tip on her tail
that looked like a paintbrush dipped in white paint.
It was very fitting, especially when three months
later, her tail went FLOOF.

She took to training easily, and at 3 months old,
she started alerting to my disabilities on her own.
Suka was supposed to be training for the job so I was
trying to learn how to train her for it at the time.
Brush took it and ran
naturally. After  her
off-leash training was solid,
we started Service Dog
training. Her intelligence is
insane, and I'm not even
saying that as her mom. She
learns super fast so she was
doing public access and
tasks without issue within
her first year. 1 did an
Embark test on her that
came back as 54% Husky,
with a mix of Boxer, Pitbull,
Min Pin, and Beagle with a
touch of Chow Chow and Malamute in there at the
end. While she got a lot of the Husky, she rarely has
attitude about anything and is super easy to work
with.

Because she was so smart, we got into dog sports
last year. She competed in her first Rally trial in
September 2024 at the GKCDTC, winning First in all
three Novice trials right out the gate. Then she
continued on to win First and Second in Advanced at
the March Rally Trial, and two First’s in our first go at
Grad Novice Obedience. For a dog who originally
had no idea how to retrieve, and only really liked to




DOG SPOTLIGHT - BRUSH
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SPORTS AND VOLUNTEER ROLES

UNDERSTANDING THE VARIOUS SPORTS AND THE ROLES THAT MAKE THEM HAPPEN

RING STEWARD

What Are They Steward-ing?

One of the things that was daunting to learn
about AKC, dog sports, clubs, and all of the things in
between was the amount of volunteer opportunities.
There’s many different roles and things you can do to
help out, One of those roles is Ring Steward.

So what IS a Ring Steward?

A Ring Steward is someone one who manages
concerns, supervises others, or who actively directs
affairs, essentially a manager of the trial. Its an
important role, and one that a trial can’t do without.

Main stewarding duties:
» Hand out armbands

 Assemble trial classes promptly

« Keep an accurately marked catalog noting
placements, absentees and disqualifications

» Prepare ribbon and trophy awards for each class
» Keep the ring neat and clean

« Contact show photographer, clean-up crews and
veterinarians or superintendent through the public
address system

Explanation of Some Responsibilities of
the Ring Steward

The first principle stewards must have in mind is
that they have been selected to help the judge and
not to advise. The steward must carefully refrain
from discussing or seeming to discuss the dogs or
exhibitors with the judge, and should not, under any
circumstances, show or give the appearance of
showing the catalog to a judge. Stewards should not
take or seem to take any part in judging.

Two stewards should be assigned to each ring
when the entry is large. One experienced steward is
sufficient when the entry is small.

No person should steward for a judge under
whom they have an entry, or under whom, in the
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course of the day’s judging, or show cluster (when
possible) such entry may become eligible to
complete.

Stewards should report to the Chief Steward at
least thirty (30) minutes before scheduled judging
time or earlier. Remember that size of site and entry
must be taken into consideration when determining
arrival times.

The steward should make every effort to notify all
exhibitors at ringside who have entries in a given
class that the class is about to be judged. The
steward must call every entry eligible to compete ina
class, including those that had previously been
reported absent.

AKC Certified Ring Steward Program
The AKC Certified Ring Steward Program was

developed to provide a resource to clubs who may be
in the need of a ring steward or stewards. This list of
AKC Certified Stewards is published on the AKC
website and is sorted by state (alphabetical order),
providing the potential steward’s name, city, state,
and their preferred means of contact (phone and/or
email). The list is available via PDF format and is
downloadable. There is no fee for this program.

For more information from the AKC, including
the “Dog Show Stewards Booklet” visit
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/dog-show-
ring-stewards/ including contacts if you have
additional questions. =




BRAGGING RIGHTS

CATCH UP FROM JUNE TO SEPTEMBER

DEBI & KENNY RICHARDSON, DEBKENS

We earned an invite to the Rally Excellent class at
LABRADORS the Rally National at Purina this year - Audi and

At the Tulsa Oklahoma shows: Hatinah Croe.

Friday, 04.25.2025, UCH, Int CH Blue Heavens
Talkin Turkey With Debkens POA DN DS "Smug"
was WD. Forgot to take a picture so you get his
coming in hot dock diving picture.

Audi also finished her Rally Master, 10 legs later!
Having the best journey with my best girl.

This is my Aussie, Q, qualified for 2025 RNC,
Championship class.




BRAGGING RIGHTS

CATCH UP FROM JUNE TO SEPTEMBER

ROSI VON FINTEL & LUNA

Meet my “grand dog” Luna, on duty!

RENEE SCHMIDT & NIJA

Thanks for "inviting" us to brag on our NOC
invitation!

Nija has been invited for the 2nd year in a row to
the NOC, being held in July at Purina Farms. Last
year, she was the first Norwegian Elkhound invited
in 16 years! The last one being my dog, Javik. The
NOC is by invitation only and the top 3 dogs of
each breed are invited, plus the dogs who have
qualified in other ways (at Regional qualifying
events or being in the top 25 all breed), by number
of OTCH points earned in the qualifying period.
We will work hard, so we are fully prepared for
this year's event!

Jojo qualified in Rally Advanced, finishing her title
at our National Specialty.

CH Borgo's Banjo From Snowy River BN RA JE
DCAT SWA RATS CGC TKN

Wakemup Power of Love at Aureo JH WC RI

Nice to be invited with Archer!
Owned and trained by Neida Heusinkvelt

The American Kennel Club is pleased to invite
Wakemup Power Of Love At Aureo RN JH Golden
Retriever ~ (SS43291602) Neida Heusinkvelt to
enter the Novice class of the 12th AKC Rally®
National Championship July 3, 4 & 5, 2025 Purina
Event CenterGray Summit, MO

Another fun milestone title completed with my
golden retriever Bryce. New AKC Preferred Agility
Champion (PACH) added on April 19, 2025 at
hometown club Greater Kansas City Dog Training
Club at ASDS in Blue Springs MO. Thanks to our
hardworking club and volunteers all weekend and
flowing courses by judge Sherry Jefferson. The
agility community is a wonderful group of people
to be associated with.

Bryce at veteran age 9 1/2 added this journey title
competing locally in the KCMO area and Wichita
KS in the past year. He earned 5/6 qualifying runs
twice this month to finish the title and we both still
love the adrenaline rush of the uncertainty of a
unique course each run to complete 20 double
qualifying runs and earn over 850 points in the



BRAGGING RIGHTS

CATCH UP FROM JUNE TO SEPTEMBER

1

process. Many thanks to my Instructor Lori
Michaels, my agility travel buddies, and the
advanced Wednesday ASDS class participants that
genuinely support us. Bryce is officially OTCH
MACH2 PACH Ariell Force Of Nature At Aureo
UDX4 OM5 BN GO RAE TDX MH MXG MJS XF
TKN WCX ADHF PADHF VCM CCA, Can OTCH
RE AGN WCX, UKC HRCH U-UD. Bryce still
loves to train - we will be back to VST training and
hunt test training and retrieving ducks!

DEB BORGO & JOJO

We attended our National Westie Roving Specialty
at Purina Farms the last weekend in May and JoJo
had a great weekend! She went Best of Opposite
sex at the Gateway All Terrier Specialty show,
qualified 4 times in Fast Cat and 3 times in Rally
Excellent, earning both her RE and the most
Versatile Westie at the Specialty.

Previously Sia also completed her Rally master
title at the Mid Continent show!
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Alta-Tollhaus Guardian of the Galaxy “Lexi”
earning two new scentwork element titles at the
club’s trials in June.

Sylvie earned her first leg in Novice Obedience.
She has been with me since December and has
excelled since we have been training at GKCDT.
Thanks for the Coaching Hanna.

Brush has been busy! She earned her Rally
Advanced Title at the September GKCDTC Rally
Trial on her first day with a 94/100 in Advanced B!
She then went on to get two legs in Rally Excellent
B! Super proud of my boofer as always!

Dublin entered the sport world at the September
GKCDTC Scent Work Trials on September 28th.
She scored two qualifying runs in Novice
Containers B! Not bad for a newbie with barely
any practice! We had excellent teachers and would
like to thank Sarah Stanmoor and Kevin Sherman!




