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GOT AN IDEA OR FEEDBACK FOR THE NEWSLETTER?

Send in your ideas, nominations for Member Spotlight and
Dog Spotlight, and feedback to pawprints@gkcdtc.org.

We welcome all respectful thoughts and constructive
feedback. This is a newsletter for you, the members, so let us
know what you want to see! Entries are due by the 15th of the
month to allow time for publication.

Pawprints November 2025 | Issue 40

CLUB LEADERSHIP
& COMMITTEES

2025-2026 OFFICERS

Jerry Ewing, President
Crystal Ward, Vice President
Hannah Crews, Secretary
Terri Rothwell, Treasuer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

David Parker, Chairman
Rosi von Fintel

Sharon Parker

Kevin Sherman

Sarah StanMorr

COMMUNICATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS

Kim Khron, Legislative

Sarah Stanmorr, Membership

Crystal Ward, Social Media/Website/Emails
Mickayla Fee, Newsletter

LeeAnn Jahansooz, Voicemail

Wess Heavner, Public Education

Diane Markley, Cheer & Sympathy

Karen Nenow, Annual Awards

Linda Bradley, DogBizPro

BUILDING & HOSPITALITY

Wess Heavner, Building Chairman
David Parker, Facility Rental
Mickayla Fee, Hospitality

SPORTS

Kim Khron, Agility

Renee Schmidt, Obedience & Rally
Terri Rothwell, Scent Work

Crystal Ward, Show Prep - Obedience
Mary Vick, Show Prep - Rally

Ellen Lash, Tracking

Debbie McHenry, Training

Rosi von Fintel, Training



DOG AGING PROJECT

Discovering the keys to a healthy lifespan

Before 1 got Brush, I read a book called The
Forever Dog which referred to something called ‘The
Dog Aging Project’. While I was reading it, Brush
showed up as my first puppy so what a better
opportunity to see what it was all about.

The Dog Aging Project is an innovative initiative
that brings together a community of dogs, owners,
veterinarians, researchers, and volunteers to carry
out the most ambitious canine health study in the
world. Studying aging in humans is challenging and
expensive, but dogs truly are science’s best friends.
Even though they age more rapidly than humans,
they experience the same diseases of aging, they are
genetically diverse, and they share our environment.
By studying aging in dogs, we can more quickly
expand our knowledge of the aging process not just
in dogs but in humans too!

At the Dog Aging Project, theyre focused on
healthy aging not just lifespan extension. They want
to understand the biological and environmental
factors that influence aging and intervene to prevent
debilitating decline.

They imagine a future in which we maximize
healthspan—the period of life spent in good health
and free from disease—allowing us many more
years with high quality of life.

They welcome ALL dogs—young and old, mixed
breed and purebred, healthy and those with chronic
illness—from all fifty US states. = The only
requirement is that you have a good estimate of your
dog’s age. There’s various activities you do
throughout the year that really don’t take much time
atall.

If you would like to enroll your dog for free or
would like more information, please visit

https://dogagingproject.org/. P

GOT AN IDEA OR FEEDBACK FOR THE NEWSLETTER?

Send in your ideas, nominations for Member Spotlight and
Dog Spotlight, and feedback to pawprints@gkcdic.org.

We welcome all respectful thoughts and constructive
feedback. This is a newsletter for you, the members, so let us
know what you want to see! Entries are due by the 15th of the
month to allow time for publication.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

« UGLY SWEATER CHRISTMAS
PARTY IN DECEMBER

Raid the back of your closets, your nearest thrift
store, or get crafty with that hole-y piece of fabric
you still think qualifies as ‘clothing’.

This event at the December meeting has been
going on for many years. Christmas goodies are
always enjoyed so lets create a Festive Feast by
everyone bringing a tasty treat to share with
others! There is also a competition for Best Gal,
Best Guy and Best K-9 Sweater.

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon

Bloss at 816-352-4469 or Blossdogs@comcast.net.

2025 ANNUAL AWARDS FORMS

Forms for submitting all titles and
accomplishments you have achieved with your
dog(s) have been posted to the Club website
under Forms & Documents. Members not
interested in receiving title bars are still
encouraged to submit the Plaques and Title Bars
form and mark "For Honor Roll Only". This way
we can still celebrate your accomplishments! The
deadline for submitting these forms is December
I, 2025 unless otherwise stated.

For any questions not answered in the
instructions, you can email Karen Nenow at

klnenow@gmail.com.

If you have announcements you would like to submit,

please email any announcement needs to

pawprints@gkedtc.org.



MEMBER SECTION

NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH AND MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

NEW MEMBERS

KAREN RIEPENKROGER JESSICA, MIKE, AND ROSIE RUDNER ~ CHRISTOPHER, KAYLA AND

Full Member Full Members

CHRISTOPHER (JR.) WOODERSON

Gracie - Standard Poodle, A#%rs Ruby - Wheaten Terrier, %4/, yrs Provisional Members

Zuriel - Standard Poodle, 7 yrs Zym - Goldendoodle, %r 1
Sammie - Standard Poodle, 5 yrs Romulus - Beauceron, 5yrs

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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AKC UPDATES AND CLUB NEEDS

AKC UPDATES OPEN POSITIONS &
UPOATED AKC CODE OF VOLUNTEER NEEDS

For dog sports, the AKC Code of Sportsmanship « NOVEMBER OBEDIENCE TRIAL -
and Civility aims to promote responsible and MULTIPLE NEEDS
respectful behavior at events. The ultimate goal is Our November Obedience Trial here at the club is

to ensure a safe, inclusive environment for . . ;
. . in need of multiple volunteers for the following:
everyone in attendance. The overarching purpose

of the Code is to affirm our commitment to the gigj\?;;i:tup Crew
principles of sportsmanship and civility. It Sy Sz Wip Gy

ensures that everyone in our community is
aligned on the foundational values of our sport.
That’s also a key reason why periodic updates are
crucial.

If you are interested in volunteering and earning

those points, please visit gkcdtc.org/volunteer to

access the online sign up form.

With the recent updates to the Code, there is a
renewed emphasis on fostering a respectful « BUILDING COMMITTEE
environment both online and at in-person events.
In order to ensure that dog sports remain
welcoming and inclusive, sportsmanship must

The club is looking for a couple of people to take
over the duties of the building committee. This
committee will help ensure the building remains
well stocked in needed items like bathroom
supplies, paper water bowls, cleaning supplies,
etc. If you're interested in learning more, or
signing up to volunteer for this role, please

contact the club at https://gkedtc.org/contact-us/

or Wess Heavner, Building Committee Chair.

extend beyond in-person interactions on show
grounds. In our modern and connected world, it’s
just as important to be respectful to your fellow
competitors when communicating on digital or
social media platforms.

Visit the AKC article below for more details and
see the page 6 insert:

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/updated-
akc-code-sportsmanship-civility/

If you have other club needs you would like to submit,

please email any open positions, volunteer slots, or other

needs to pawprints@gkcdtc.org.
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DOG SPOTLIGHT - DUBLIN

WRITTEN BY MICKAYLA FEE, OWNER

Another new feature of the newsletter will be to introduce some of our member’s dogs. We may know each
other, but our dog’s are our team members and just as important when we’re in the ring. Members who would like
to volunteer their dog to be in the Dog Spotlight are welcome to email pawprints@gkcdtc.org and write 2-3
paragraphs about their dogs. Information you can write about might be their age, breed, where you got them, when
they started training, what sport they started in, what sports they’re currently in, achievements, funny moments, etc.
And be sure to send some pictures! We want to see those beautiful faces!

Just like Brush, getting another dog was not
planned. But when I saw Dublin for the first time,
she made me stop... because Shepherds don't come
in her color!

On a day in July, I was volunteering at KCPP and
walking the kennels to find dogs that needed to go
out for their walk. At the end of a row, there was this
litle  brown  Shepherd-looking dog just
helicopter-tailing at me. On her kennel door was a
hold notice that I didn’t recognize. I snuck in to visit
her to get a sense of her demeanor beyond the happy
wiggles, and yes... she jumped on me and was very
licky. I mean -really- licky but very friendly.

I asked the staff what the hold on her kennel
meant. The facesI gotlooked so exasperated, I knew
a story was coming. She was on a hold because of a
legal seizure process for her and four other dogs;
they were living with a houseless family but the dogs
kept getting out into the streets which was a big
safety concern for them. They said the hold would
be up in a few days.

I checked on her
and said hello
everyday for three
days. When I came in
the fourth day, she
had a  Transfer
Notice! When I asked
where she was going
because I wanted to
adopt her, the shelter
wasn't able to tell me
because the legal case
was splitting them up
so that the previous
owners could not try
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to get them back, for good reason. However, I was
determined.

Through a fairy-dog-parent, I found out where
she was headed. [ watched their website like a hawk,
knowing she would probably be a day or two so they
could do intake before posting her. She didn’t show
up even on day three, so |
drove to the shelter.

When 1 asked about
her, and explained I was
a KCPP volunteer who
had met her, I got
skeptical looks.  The
director came out and
asked to see proof that I
was a KCPP volunteer.

“Which transport photo
do you want to see
because I have tons,” I
asked, and  started
scrolling on my phone.
Believed, they checked
that I knew her story
which I confirmed was
why I had followed her; I
wanted her little brown
butt to come home with
me.
When they brought her into the play yard to meet
me, she wigglebutted her whole way to me and right
into my arms, definitely remembering who I was.
Immediately, I put in an application after hanging
out with her for half an hour. While I did so, I was
bragging and sharing photos of my pack at the time,
that [ was a dog trainer, how well trained they were,
and the adventures we were able to have because



DOG SPOTLIGHT - DUBLIN

they were so well trained. They said I would know
the next day and were very excited for me.

The call came in right after I woke up: “We can’t
adopt to you because your use of prong collars.”

I was devastated. I argued that they wouldn’t
even have known if [ hadn’t shown bragging photos
and videos to the employees because it’s not on the
application. I said I would agree
to pretty much anything to
bring her home; it was still a no,
so I asked if I could speak to the
director. They said they would
ask but it was not likely.

Picking my feelings up off
the floor while I waited, I went
to a second training session
with a new client. When I got
there, they could tell something
was wrong. [ explained the
short version and they looked
me straight in the face asking
why I was standing here! They
said not to worry and to go up
there. I did manage to get through their lesson and
then directly drove to the shelter.

When I got there, I asked for the director. They
said she was in a meeting so it might be awhile. “I'll
wait,” I replied and went and sat in the waiting area.
Ten minutes later, someone came over to the table,
who was not the director. She again told me that
they could not adopt to me because of my use of
prong collars. I tried everything but ultimately, I left
without my little brown Shepherd that I had
promised I would get out of the shelter, and very
upset at a broken system.

This time, I was headed to have a second meet
and greet with a potential adopter for my foster dog
at the time. When I got to the dog park we were
meeting at, this person could also tell something was
wrong. I gave them the updated short version.

“T'll go get her for you.”

I did not expect this person, who had only met
me and my dogs one other time, to say that.
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“It’s clear you take care of your dogs AND you
know what you're obviously doing. I can tell from
your foster dog, who I am adopting by the way, and
your pack! I would have no problem with it at all.”

So a second fairy-dog-parent came into the story.
[ anxiously awaited to hear from the person the next
day. When I got the call that they had my little

brown Shepherd and told me
where to meet them, I don't
think I hit the car brake the
entire drive.

I met my potential adopter
and again, that little brown butt
wiggled the entire way to me.
We signed papers to make it
legal if it ever came to that, and
she was mine.

When the person asked if I
was changing her name, I said,
“Of course! Her new name is
Dublin!” Her house color was
going to be kelly green, I have an
affinity for Irish things, and she

was brown like a Guinness so it just fit.

I took her home where she has been a very happy,
exuberant, well-trained doggo and pack member
who just competed in her first Scent Work trial in
September, qualifying in both Novice Containers,
and will be doing Scent Work III class next year. Her
Embark test revealed 56.5% GSD, 27.3% Chocolate
Lab, and 16.2% Australian Shepherd.

For a dog that that the shelter thought would be
so mistreated and abused by a training tool used
properly by adog trainer... I'd say she’s living a pretty
dog-gone good life. P



SPORTS AND VOLUNTEER ROLES

UNDERSTANDING THE VARIOUS SPORTS AND THE ROLES THAT MAKE THEM HAPPEN

SHOW SECRETARY

Keepers of the Records

One of the things that was daunting to learn
about AKC, dog sports, clubs, and all of the things in
between was the amount of volunteer opportunities.
There’s many different roles and things you cando to
help out. One of those roles is Show Secretary.

Full Service or Onsite

Show Secretaries have serviced clubs since dog
shows began, often a member of a club with the
skills and knowledge to manage the event. Show
Secretaries may manage an entire event from the
publishing of the premium list to submitting the
close out report to the AKC, this show secretary is
referred to as a full-service show secretary. A
common practice which has been expanded on is
the role of onsite show secretary where a club
contracts with a superintendent as a package show
and a show secretary to manage the event onsite. For
both show secretary roles it is important to have a
signed agreement/contract outlining all expectations
to avoid any duties/equipment not getting
accomplished.

Show secretaries most have knowledge and
access to the rules for all sports they are managing:

https://www.akc.org/rules/.

Full-Service Show Secretaries
Full-service show secretaries may offer the same
services as a superintendent regarding the
production of the official documents needed to run
a show:
« Premium List
+ Judging program
+ Catalog

They collaborate closely with the club to ensure the
accuracy of the documents and the deadlines as
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outlined in AKC’s rules, policies, and regulations.

Onsite Show Secretaries
Onsite show secretary is a sub-category of a show
secretary. The term onsite show secretaries are
associated to the AKC rule allowing approved show
secretaries to work additional shows in an onsite
capacity. These shows pre-event work is managed
by a licensed superintendent. The superintendent
ships all the necessary documentation for the show
to the onsite show secretary prior to the start of the
event.

Day of the Show
Show secretaries managing the day of event

responsibilities must have all submitted entry forms
onsite for the events they are responsible for. If a
package show the superintendents includes these in
the package shipped to the show secretary. Entries
should be arranged to provide easy access when
questions arise. The show secretary onsite is
responsible for managing any changes in entries
allowable on the day.

Records
Show Secretaries are responsible for submitting
results to the AKC from the shows they work.

For more information from the AKC, visit

https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/resources/

show-secretary/. P




BRAGGING RIGHTS

FRIGHTFULLY GOOD PUPS: SPOOKY SEASON SUCCESSES

NEIDA HEUSINKVELT, ARCHER AND BRYCE

Bryce and Archer and I spent 10 days competing
and volunteering at the 2025 GRCA National
Specialty and camping in the Ford Embassy van.
It was a long week plus but the GRCA really does
know how to put on a show!

As Agility Trial Chair for the National Specialty, I
want to highlight it was the largest “goldens only”
National agility trial on record -660 runs in one
day. There were over 40 wonderful volunteers
who contributed their time and effort from all
parts of the country for a one evening charity
benefit fun agility match and then the 1 day Agility
trial (2 days out of 12 days of National events
-wow!). On two different days I also volunteered as
a measuring official in three flights of the CCA
(certificate of conformation Assessment)
evaluations.

Bryce, nearly age 10, came out of obedience
retirement to compete in the Graduate Novice
obedience class, winning 1st Place with a score of
195 and finishing the GN AKC title.

Archer, age 2, had an outstanding National. He
earned the GRCA Triathlon Award, achieving his
WCX title in the field on his first try, earned the
Certificate of Confirmation Assessment (CCA),
placed 1st in Novice FAST preferred agility class,
placed 2nd in Novice Standard Preferred agility
class, placed 1st in Novice JWW Preferred agility
class, placed 4th with a runoff win in Beginner
Novice B obedience class out of 57 goldens with a
score of 198+, and qualified his first time in Rally
Advanced B with a score of 97 while earning three
titles that week.

Bryce - 1st Place Graduate Novice Obedience Class
at 2025 GRCA National Specialty with 195 score. »
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Archer at field Welcome site Busch Wildlife in
Weldon Spring MO earning his WCX and CCA.

Archer mid air in Novice agility

Archer 1st Place in both Novice JWW Preferred
and Novice FAST Preferred classes at 2025 GRCA
National Specialty.

Norwegian Elkhound Nija had a very good
weekend at the GKCDTC Rally trials and finished
her RA with scores of 99 (2nd place), 100 (1st place)
and 100 (1st place). She will now be eligible for the
RNC next summer. She also had a GREAT
weekend at the Lawrence Jayhawk KC trials Oct
11-12. Saturday she won both Utility B and Open B
under judge Jim Comunale. She was also High
Combined! Sunday she placed 3rd in Open and
2nd in Utility under judge Linda Scanlon. I was so
pleased that she qualified in all 4 classes, it doesn't
seem like a hard venue, but a lot of dogs were
having trouble there.



BRAGGING RIGHTS

FRIGHTFULLY GOOD PUPS: SPOOKY SEASON SUCCESSES

DEBKENS LABRADOR RETRIEVERS AND GATOR

International CH, AKC Pointed BPISS Skyfire
Debkens Instigator POA DN FTN "Gator”

At the International Shows in Lawrence Kansas
June:
+ 6.21.2025 Show 1 - BOB, Group 1,
Reserve Best In Show Puppy
+ 6.21.2025 Show 2 - BOB, Group 1,
Reserve Best In Show Puppy
+ 6.22.2025 Show 1 - BOB, Group 1,
Reserve Best In Show Puppy
* 6.22.2025 Show 2 - BOB, Group 1,
Best In Show Puppy

6.28.2025 - Golden Retriever of the Ozarks Club
Fetch Test, Gator earned his Fetch Title

DEBKENS LABRADOR RETRIEVERS AND SMUG

International CH, UCH, AKC Pointed Blue Heaven's
Talkin' Turkey With Debkens DN DJ DS "Smug"

Bentonville Arkansas Coolwag Dock Diving Pool:
08.07.2025 and 08.08.2025 Smug earned 2 Legs
towards his air Retrieve Novice Title (need 5)

08.09.2025 it finally sunk in and Smug early 1 leg
towards his Air Retrieve Junior Title (need 5)




BRAGGING RIGHTS

FRIGHTFULLY GOOD PUPS: SPOOKY SEASON SUCCESSES

DEB BORGO

The girls have been busy since the last brag post
about their May exploits. In June Bindi earned her
Scentwork Ex Buried title in Tulsa. At the
Oklahoma City conformation show, Jojo went
select for her third major toward her Grand CH
and Queenie took a Group 4 in the Puppy Terrier
Group. At Lake Elmo in MN Bindi took
WinnersBitch, Jojo went Best of Opposite 4 times
and Queenie went Winner’s Bitch twice earning
her first major. In Colorado at the Denver Westie
Specialty Show, Queenie went Best in Sweeps,
Bindi went Winners Bitch , an Award of Merit and
retired the Winners Bitch Challange trophy (the
first two legs were won by her Mama Carrie and
her sister JoJo)Jojo went Best is Opposite to finish
her Grand Championship. The rest of the 4 day
weekend Queenie won WB, Bindi took WB 2 more
times and Jojo went Best of Opposite again. At the
GKCDTC Scentwork trial Queenie made her SW
debut with 2 legs in Novice containers and Bindi
earned her Excellent Exterior title and her Master
Containers title.

GCH CH Borgo's Banjo From Snowy River BN
RE JE DCAT SWA RATS CGC TKN
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On October 11, 2025, Sugar Child JP Elsa received
her CD title in three trials. Two trials in Topeka
and the third in Lawrence. Elsa was given to me by
Sharon Svoboda 16 months ago after Kali suddenly
died. Elsa is from Japan and was sold to a lady in
Texas when she was 3 months old. When Elsa was
two she was abandoned with 25-30 other dogs for 5
months and left to die of which 10 lived but were in
very bad health. Sharon rescued Elsa and gave her
to me after she recovered from some serious health
issues. Elsa had no obedience training and never
lived in a home. She doesn’t let me out of her sight
and has fit in perfectly in my home with Charm.
She just wants to be loved.



