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November Obedience Trial
Even with Many ‘broken’ sits, Members come away with

placement ribbons and New titles
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CLUB LEADERSHIP
& COMMITTEES

2025-2026 Officers
Jerry Ewing, President
Crystal Ward, Vice President
Hannah Crews, Secretary
Terri Rothwell, Treasuer

Board of Directors
David Parker, Chairman
Rosi von Fintel
Sharon Parker
Kevin Sherman
Sarah StanMorr

COMMUNICATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS
Kim Khron, Legislative
Sarah Stanmorr, Membership
Crystal Ward, Social Media/Website/Emails
Mickayla Fee, Newsletter
LeeAnn Jahansooz, Voicemail
Wess Heavner, Public Education
Diane Markley, Cheer & Sympathy
Karen Nenow, Annual Awards
Linda Bradley, DogBizPro

BUILDING & HOSPITALITY
Wess Heavner, Building Chairman
David Parker, Facility Rental
Mickayla Fee, Hospitality

SPORTS
Kim Khron, Agility
Renee Schmidt, Obedience & Rally
Terri Rothwell, Scent Work
Crystal Ward, Show Prep - Obedience
Mary Vick, Show Prep - Rally
Ellen Lash, Tracking
Debbie McHenry, Training
Rosi von Fintel, Training

Got an Idea or Feedback For the Newsletter?
Send in your ideas, nominations for Member Spotlight and
Dog Spotlight, and feedback to pawprints@gkcdtc.org.
We welcome all respectful thoughts and constructive
feedback. This is a newsletter for you, the members, so let us
know what you want to see! Entries are due by the 15th of the
month to allow time for publication.



NOVEMBER OBEDIENCE TRIAL
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On November 15th and 16th, the club hosted it’s
November Obedience Trial with 105 entries over
both days, and 73 dogs. While Saturday’s weather
was mild and a t-shirt was enough, Sunday was a
different story with cold and chilly making the
heater kick on!

The floor seemed to be lava, or maybe it was just
too cold on floofy butts, as there were quite a few
dogs whose Sit just seemed broken! Handlers took it
in stride and remembered that having fun with their
dog is always the ultimate goal.

Volunteers kept the trial running smoothly, often
being ahead of schedule. The side of the ring was
often standing room only, as we had quite an
audience for a good portion of both days. The club

also helped fellow
club member Lisa
Kramer celebrate a
birthday with cake
and song!

Competing teams
came away with 29
placements, including
High In Trial and
High Combined:
• High in Trial:

▪ Saturday -
Daniela Flores

▪ Sunday -
Renee Schmidt

• High Combined:
▪ Saturday - Daniela Flores
▪ Sunday - Sheryl Landrith Archer

• Beginner Novice B:
▪ First on Saturday - Deb McHenry

▪ First on Sunday - Karen Nenow

• Preferred Novice:
▪ First on Saturday - Gretchen Longhofer
▪ Second on Saturday - Lisa Kramer
▪ Third on Saturday - Adrienne Hughes

Ribbons and Titles Despite “Broken” Sits

• Novice B:
▪ First on Saturday - Neida Heusinkvelt
▪ Second on Saturday - Mickayla Fee
▪ Third on Saturday - Lesley Evans
▪ Fourth on Saturday - Adrienne Hughes

▪ First on Sunday - Neida Heusinkvelt
▪ Second on Sunday - Mickayla Fee
▪ Third on Sunday - Alexandria White



NOVEMBER OBEDIENCE TRIAL

• Open B:
▪ First on Saturday - Daniela Flores
▪ Second on Saturday - Nancy Ripperger
▪ Third on Saturday - Sheryl Landrith Archer
▪ Fourth on Saturday - Deborah Webb

▪ First on Sunday - Renee Schmidt
▪ Second on Sunday - Daniela Flores
▪ Third on Sunday - Antia Raithel
▪ Fourth on Sunday - Sheryl Landrith Archer

• Utility B:
▪ First on Saturday - Daniela Flores
▪ Second on Saturday - Renee Schmidt
▪ Third on Saturday - Anita Raithel
▪ Fourth on Saturday - Cindy Jansen

▪ First on Sunday - Sheryl Landrith Archer
▪ Second on Sunday - Nancy Ripperger
▪ Third on Sunday - Anita Raithel
▪ Fourth on Sunday - Cindy Jansen

• Graduate Open:
▪ First on Sunday - Crystal Ward

Lee Ann Jahansooz and Laura Dickson wanted to
say the following, “Thank you to all the wonderful
GKCDTC members for volunteering at both the Sept
Rally trial and the Nov Obedience trial. We cannot
thank you enough for making both trials run so
smoothly. Please know we really appreciate all of
you!” �

Ribbons and Titles Despite “Broken” Sits
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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If you have announcements you would like to submit,
please email any announcement needs to
pawprints@gkcdtc.org.

•UGLY SWEATER CHRISTMAS
PARTY IN DECEMBER
Raid the back of your closets, your nearest thrift
store, or get crafty with that hole-y piece of fabric
you still think qualifies as ‘clothing’.

This event at the December meeting has been
going on for many years. Christmas goodies are
always enjoyed so lets create a Festive Feast by
everyone bringing a tasty treat to share with
others! There is also a competition for Best Gal,
Best Guy and Best K-9 Sweater.

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon
Bloss at 816-352-4469 or Blossdogs@comcast.net.

•2025 ANNUAL AWARDS FORMS
Forms for submitting all titles and
accomplishments you have achieved with your
dog(s) have been posted to the Club website
under Forms & Documents. Members not
interested in receiving title bars are still
encouraged to submit the Plaques and Title Bars
form and mark "For Honor Roll Only". This way
we can still celebrate your accomplishments! The
deadline for submitting these forms is December
1, 2025 unless otherwise stated.

For any questions not answered in the
instructions, you can email Karen Nenow at
klnenow@gmail.com.

•SHOW PREP FUNDRAISER
December 6th and 7th will be the fundraiser
where all Show Prep entry fees will go towards
the Trophy fund. Get your entries in by
Wednesday to be sure you can come practice

Rally and Obedience, and help the club get those
nice, shiny plaques and bars!

If you have any questions, visit
https://gkcdtc.org/events/show-prep-class/.

•ANNUAL BANQUET RSVP
Be sure to RSVP to the Annual Award Banquet
happening on January 17th at 501 Main Bistro &
Kitchen in Belton, MO. Cost is $30 and there are
three tasty meal choices!

RSVP by January 7th! For any questions and
dietary requirements, contact Cathy Ewing at
cathy@ewingmtgs.com.

•SESSION 1  CLASS ENROLLMENT
Session 1  classes are open for enrollment on
December 2nd. Class will be January 5th to
February 9th. Most of our courses are 6 weeks
long and cost $135. This helps us cover the cost of
our building and utilities. All of our teachers are
volunteer members of the club who have proven
themselves to be excellent dog and handler
trainers.

You must register online using DogBizPro prior to
the start of class in order to attend. We cannot
accept walk-in registrations.



BREED SPOTLIGHT AND CLUB NEEDS
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Tall and elegant, the Azawakh is a West African
sighthound who originates from the countries of
Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger. The Azawakh has
a short, fine coat which may come in any color or
color combinations: red, clear sand to fawn,
brindled, parti-color (which may be
predominantly white), blue, black and brown.
The head may have a black mask and there may
be white markings on the legs, bib and at the tip
of tail. There are no color or marking
disqualifications in the breed. Befitting its
heritage, the Azawakh excels as a companion,
guardian and a lure courser in the United States.

This ancient hunting hound is so lean and rangy
that his bone structure and musculature can
plainly be seen beneath his skin. The smooth
S-shaped contours, deep chest, and aerodynamic
head mark the Azwakh as a member of the
sighthound family, canine sprinters that rely on
keen vision and blazing speed to fix and course
their prey. The ultrafine coat comes in several
colors and patterns. The overall look of this leggy
hound is one of elegance and fineness, but don't
be fooled: This is a tough, durable hunter who's
been chasing gazelle across the scorching sands of
the Sahara for more than a thousand years.

Visit the AKC for more information:
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/azawakh/

•JANUARY AGILITY TRIAL -
MULTIPLE NEEDS
The January Agility Trial here at All Star Dog
Sports is in need of volunteers for the following:
Chief Ring Steward (one day only)
Hospitality / Food

If you are interested in volunteering and earning
those points, please email Kim Krohn or visit
gkcdtc.org/volunteer.

•BUILDING COMMITTEE
The club is looking for a couple of people to take
over the duties of the building committee. This
committee will help ensure the building remains
well stocked in needed items like bathroom
supplies, paper water bowls, cleaning supplies,
etc. If you’re interested in learning more, or
signing up to volunteer for this role, please
contact the club at https://gkcdtc.org/contact-us/
or Wess Heavner, Building Committee Chair.

•2026 MEETING HOSPITALITY
Two volunteers are needed to bring tasty treats to
each monthly meeting next year starting in
February. You can find the online sign up sheet at
gkcdtc.org/volunteer. If you have any questions,
please email Mickayla Fee at
mickaylafee@gmail.com.

OPEN POSITIONS &
VOLUNTEER NEEDS

If you have other club needs you would like to submit,
please email any open positions, volunteer slots, or other
needs to pawprints@gkcdtc.org.

AZAWAKH



PAW-RAISE FOR CLUB CLASSES
AND INSTRUCTORS

Providing feedback after attending a training
class not only helps improve curriculum and
methods, but also lets the club, members, and
volunteers know the appreciation you have for their
time, skills, and knowledge.

The Training Committee Debbie, Linda,
LeeAnn, Sarah and Rosi would like to share the
following feedback that they received from the last
class sessions.

• Marty and Cathy’s puppy class:
▪ Great foundation work, socialization in new

environment. Marty is an excellent instructor.

▪ Would like more unusual surfaces, sounds
and exercises to build confidence in young dogs

▪ Improved socialization. Opportunity to
practice basic obedience commands with the
help & feedback from expert instructors

▪ Learning new ways to train skills

• Lesley and Wendy’s Beginner class:
▪ Reinforcing obedience commands. It was a

great class!

▪ Learning new commands, specifically using
hand-signals

• Rosi and Cindy’s Advanced Beginner / CGC class:
▪ Reinforcement of good behaviors

▪ Getting my dog’s brain into a learning mode

▪ Cindy’s demo on controlled heeling &
competition heeling I found very helpful. I’m a
visual person and watching step by step meant a
lot to me

▪ Knowledge of both instructors. We learned so
much from their knowledge

• Jerry and Debrah’s Novice class:
▪ All the tips for Novice competition, training

and prep

▪ I came because I knew Jerry was teaching
and he is a very good teacher

▪ Would like to focus also around a “fake trial”
at the end of the 6 weeks. No one has done that
in the 5 years of classes here

A huge Thank You to all of our instructors,
assistants, and helpers for their dedication. You are
making a huge difference in so may dog's and
handler’s lives! �
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BRAGGING RIGHTS
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Debkens Labrador Retrievers
International CH, AKC Pointed BPISS Skyfire
Debkens Instigator POA DN FTN "Gator"

Day 1 Springfield Mo Shows November 1, 2025
Gator was WD/BOW/BOBOH/BOB over a
champion

Day 2 Springfield Mo Shows November 2, 2025
Gator was WD/BOW/BOBOH/BOB over a
champion

RED AND WHITE DECKING THE HALLS

MICKAYLA FEE AND BRUSH
After two back to back NQs during Group Sits and
Downs in our first Novice B runs, Brush strutted
away with two Second Place ribbons in our
November Obedience Trial at the club, finally
getting her NOVICE B TITLE!

After the initial weird struggle with a Graduate
Novice dog, we all celebrated the win and we’re
looking forward to competing in Open since she’s
already a pro at the needed skills. Not a bad
ending to our competitive year!



MERRY HOLIDAYS FROM GKCDTC
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FROM ALL OF US AT
GREATER KANSAS CITY
DOG TRAINING CLUB,
WE WISH YOU AND
YOUR PUPS A MERRY
HOLIDAY AND HAPPY
NEW YEAR!




