COLOR LOOKS
GOOD ON YOU

DEB BORGO'S CARRIE BRINGS HOME

A BEAUTIFUL FCAT, ALSO EARNING HER
THE MASTER OF VERSATILITY Il AWARD
FROM THEIR NATIONAL CLUB
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2025 ANNUAL BANQUET HIGHLIGHTS

Titles Galore and Well-Earned Special Awards

On January 17th, the club hosted its Annual
Awards Banquet. Cathy Ewing was the Banquet
Chair and booked a lovely venue at 501 Main Bistro
& Kitchen in Belton, MO with multiple dinner
choices. The atmosphere was classy but casual, and
Lisa Kramer as the emcee of the night kept things
fun and light.

Starting the night off, Cathy Ewing graciously
raffled off her auditing spot in the Nita Gandara
Seminar that she would unfortunately be unable to
attend. Mickayla Fee won this amazing opportuinity
and enjoyed the seminar immensely. She would like
to thank Cathy for providing such an experience!

Then it was time to get cracking on handing out
plaques and title bars!

e 2025 Statistics o
Club Statistics

Total Titles: 257

Members Earning Titles: 33
Dogs Earning Titles: 48
Different Breeds: 21

Breakdown of Titles
«AKC

Obedience: 21

Rally: 16

Tracking: 1

Agility: 92

Canine Good Citizen: 3
Conformation: 7

Fetch: 12

Lure Coursing: 3

Scent Work: 53

Trick Dog: 2

«BHA
Barn Hunt: 13

+GRCA
Hunting/Field: 1

+«NACSW
Scent Work: 3

2 Pawprints May 2026 | Issue 44

+NADAC
Agility: 12

+NAFA
Flyball: 10

+U-FLI
Flyball: 1

+UKC
Obedience: 1
Conformation: 1

«UKI
Agility: 4

«USCA
Schutzhund: 1

High Scoring Awards «
Top Novice A

Not Awarded

Top Novice B

Sugar Child JP Elsa
CD BN RIFDC CGC
Patty Levine & Elsa
192.333

Top Open
Not Awarded

Top Utility Dog

Skybiz Annie's Bizi Bee Aka Vivy Jahansooz
UD BN RN AX AX] SWN

LeeAnn Jahansooz & Vivy

186.667

Top Utility Dog Excellent
Not Awarded



2025 ANNUAL BANQUET HIGHLIGHTS

Titles Galore and Well-Farned Special Awards

Perpetual Award
Wakemup Power of Love at Aureo

RN JH WC
Neida Heusinkvelt & Archer
197.00

Challenge Award
CH OTCH Rijeka Just Play It Again Nija

UDX3 PCD OM7 BN RA
Renee Schmidt & Nija
198.25

« Special Awards «

Irene Hummel Award
Not Awarded — No Novice A for 2025

Russ Krohn Spirit Memorial Award
Crystal Ward

Barbara Hoffman Memorial Award
Not Awarded — No RAE Title for 2025

Lifetime Award
Rosi von Fintel
David Parker
Sharon Parker

The banquet program contained a HUGE thank
you to all who volunteered their time this past year -
club officers and board members, class teachers and
assistants, committee chairs and members, trial
stewards and workers, and all the others too
numerous to name.

“Our members and their volunteerism are what
makes Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club a
great club!”

Congratulations to all of our
amazing members and their dogs!

We look forward to seeing you
next January with even more
titles and awards!
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Interested in covering the
major events for the club by
writing short pieces or
taking photos/videos?

Attended a seminar or
event for the club recently?

Go to show prep and take
some really awesome
photos while you were
there?

WE NEED YOU!

Please reach out to
pawprints@gkcdtc.org
for more information.



SCENT WORK SEMINAR REVIEW

Learning how to be a super sniffer!

On February 14th and 15th , a great weekend was
had with Ginger Huxley conducting our Scent Work
workshop. We had a full house with eight working
teams and about ten people auditing. Everyone had
a great time and it was really good that Ginger took
us back to the beginning. Her comment was that
they were seeing a lot of dogs burn out as they got
into higher levels, and it was because we forgot to
make it fun. We could really tell a difference in the
dogs by the second exercise. Suddenly they were
having fun again! Ginger reminded us that searches
don't have to always be complex. Sometimes just do
the simple, easy, basic searches with lots of rewards
and keep it fun!

-Photos and review provided by Suzan Shipp

TV DOG TRAINING CLUB

ook = ./ : '
. GREATER KANSAS (|
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

« MONTHLY MEETING
Out monthly meeting is coming on the first
Thursday of the month, May 7th. We still need a
couple of folks to bring some tasty things for the
club. Please sign up via the link on the club
website under Volunteer.

« JUNE SCENT WORK TRIALS
The June Scent Work Trials will be held at the
MCC - Maple Woods Campus Veterinarian
Technology Building on June 5-7. Entries are
open, as is the volunteer sign up. To volunteer,

please visit https://gkcdtc.org/volunteer/.

« AUGUST OBEDIENCE & RALLY
TRIALS
New this year, GKCDTC is hosting a new
Obedience and Rally Trials at our very own club!
Rally will have two trials on August 7th, and
Obedience will have two trials on August 8th and
gth. Volunteer sign up will be coming soon so be
on the look out for the sign up link on the website
under the Volunteer tab.

« BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETINGS - LAST THURSDAYS

If you have a new idea or item you wish to discuss
regarding the club, you can always propose new
items as needed to the Board. Email any items
you wish to present to the Secretary so that she
can note you will be presenting on the agenda.
Attending the meetings is a great way to get a look
“behind the scenes” so to speak. The meetings
are held in the Sunflower Room on the last
Thursday of the month at 6:30 PM.

If you have announcements you would like to submit,
please email any announcement needs to

pawprints@gkcdtc.org.
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JON31d390

SHOW PREP

Obedience & Rally

9911 E. 63%° ST. | RAYTOWN, MISSOURI

Practice in show-like
environment.
Build those skills!

Preregistration required! Entries due
by noon on the Wednesday before.

Sat, Jan 10
Sun, Feb 8
Sat, March 14
Sun, April 5
Sat, May 9
Sun, June 14

Sun, Jan 11
Sat, Feb 7
Sun, March 15
Sat, April 4
Sun, May 10
Sat, June 13

More at gkcdtc.org/show-prep-class/

Sat, July 4
Sun, Aug 2
Sat, Sept 12
Sun, Oct 18
Sat, Nov 7
Sun, Dec 6

Sun, July 5
Sat, Aug 1
Sun, Sept 13
Sat, Oct 17
Sun, Nov 8
Sat, Dec 5



ANNOUNCEMENTS

« NOMINATION SLATE OF
OFFICERS

This email is being sent in accordance with the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Greater Kansas
City Dog Training Club, Article V, Section IV, (b).

The Annual Meeting of the Greater Kansas City
Dog Training Club will be held on June 4th at
which time the election for Officers and Directors
will be held.

The nominees for Board positions for the
2026-27 year are:

President - Crystal Ward

Vice President - Kevin Sherman

Secretary - OPEN

Treasurer - Terri Rothwell

Directors - There are three open Director
positions. Nominees are Cindy Hartman, Dave
Parker and Rosi von Fintel.

Nominations may be made from the floor at the
May 7th meeting.

Should Kevin Sherman be elected to the office of
Vice President, per the Constitution, the Board
shall fill his unexpired term as Director at their
next meeting. Alex White is being recommended
to fill this vacancy for a term of one year.

You can find more information about the
Nominees in the Monthly Members section.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL IS COMING

Membership renewals will begin May 1st. You
must have renewed no later than our June
Monthly Meeting (June 4th) in order to vote at the
June meeting. Watch your email for the link and
instructions for renewing your membership. For
questions, please reach out to

membership@gkcdtc.org.
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« NEW AKC RALLY REGULATIONS
BOOK COMING

Exciting news! We have a new AKC Rally®
Regulations book coming soon; it is due to be
published and available in May. This new book
will include several important updates and
clarifications to language and terminology. The
new book will be effective upon publication. To
read the preview of what is coming, visit:

https://akcobedrlyjudgeswordpress.com/2026/04/1
6/attention-all-rally-judges-and-participants/.

« U.S. CONGRESS: AKC LAUDS
PASSAGE OF HOUSE FARM BILL

Yesterday, the U.S. House of Representatives
passed HR 7567, the Farm, Food, and National
Security Act of 2026, also known as the Farm Bill.
This measure reauthorizes key U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) programs for five years
and addresses federal priorities for numerous
animal related issues, including animal welfare
provisions in the federal Animal Welfare Act
(AWA).

The American Kennel Club was proud to support
this bill and is grateful for the Congressional
leadership that made it possible. For more
information, visit
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/u-s-congress
-akc-lauds-passage-of-house-farm-bill-with-priori
ties-for-animal-welfare-dog-owners-and-sportsm

en/.

First day of Session 3 Utility Class with Lisa Kramer - Photo by Debbie McHenry
 E ——— - = eI '




“Can  We

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - Debra Heisler

Isn’t that the way it always starts? Our children
start begging (maybe even us) and finally we get
worn down and cave in. Reality sets in about vet
bills, food, grooming, neutering, well, you know. We
come to terms with that and then we find out the
REAL truth - the actual cost of the puppy. As a
single mom, on a very tight budget, I wasn’t prepared
for the “take-home” cost, and so I had to be the
bearer of bad news to my, then, 10 yr. old son.

Two years passed, and fate was my friend - a
9-mo-old, spayed female needed to be re-homed. I
agreed to a 1-week trial to see how she would adapt
from an all-female household to one with a12 yr. old
boy. Guess who was meant to belong to a boy after
alll “Bailey” was perfect. She was never an issue
about anything. My son had the most peaceful look
on his face every time he looked into her eyes. She
would “mourn” anytime he was away (10 days at
scout camp were really rough). “Her boy” started
growing up, spending more time with all the things a
teenager would do, which made her clingier to me,
even though she was always his. But I grew more
attached and loved her more every day. At 4¥2 yrs.,
she became very sick and left us for “The Bridge.” 1
vowed I couldn’t go through that again, but how
many of us have said “Never Again!”

Six months later, I decided I should have a special
birthday present, and “Lucy” joined us for the next 11
years, until she went to play with Bailey. Being alone
during early retirement was horrible, and I only
lasted a few weeks before I started scouting for
breeders who were soon to have puppies. “Christmas
Mint”, (AKA “Miss Murphy”) came to us on
Valentine’s Day, and 2 yrs. later when I got “puppy
fever,” her younger brother, “Gryphon of Grayson”
came along. Oh, my, I became an Official Golden
Mom!

So, what exactly doI do with these puppers? [ was
a Jr. Handler long, long ago, but the idea of showing
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PLEEASE Have A Golden

Retriever! ! 22 7

them now did not even occur to me. A friend had
told me about the Golden Retriever Club many years
ago, but I had never made any connection. Once
Gryphon came along, I remembered the Golden
Club and started researching what it had to offer. I
liked the idea of the educational programs and the
information for improving the health of the breed.

As time went by, I began to see there might be
show opportunities for my dogs. Because of my Jr.
Handler days, and a then mentor telling me, “There
is nothing worse than an out-of-control big dog,”
obedience training had simply been a way of life for
me. | considered delving into the show ring again,
but “we” weren’t ready for that. Obedience training
has always been a practical lifestyle in our daily
routine, but I know more formal training is
necessary for achievements. Members of the Golden
Retriever Club suggested The GKCDTC for
additional training for Murphy, Gryphon and me.
So, I joined the club and began enrolling in classes.
But the monthly meetings and activities opened my
eyes to a world I had never known about.

There are always trials of some sort on both
clubs’ calendar, and volunteers are in dire need. I
knew about Beginner and Advanced Obedience, and
Conformation Trials, but didn’'t know what Rally,
Tracking, or Scent Work were about. So, I stepped
out of my comfort zone and learned something new:
Trial Stewarding. Some very official titles are put on
these volunteer positions, all having to do with being
a “Steward,” but once getting past the officious
sound of the titles, the assignments were really
simple ... and fun. For new members who have not
yet plunged into the show world, I have simplified
below:

First assignment—Rent-a-Ring : collect $10 and
time a handler’s 8-minute practice time.

The next day, [learned how to setup jumps for an



“Can We

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - Debra Heisler

advanced obedience class. OK, not so hard.

The next trial found me watching over the Club’s
Raffle Table, where beautiful baskets, full of
treasures, were waiting for attendees to buy a chance
to go home with one.

Next, I found myself “standing guard” (Door
Steward) at the building’s entry door to ensure that
dogs in the ring had an equal chance of not being
distracted by people opening or closing the door,
speaking loudly or entering with an unruly dog. Not

hard, huh?

An Agility Trial, last October, found me “directing
traffic.” (Gate Steward) These events are VERY fast-
moving, and my job was to make sure that each dog
was present and ready to enter the ring, immediately
after the previous dog had run the timed course. Not
hard, but I had to speak loudly and pay close
attention to the entrant’s order.

My last two trial assignments have felt like a final
exam ... | found myself assisting the Ring Steward
(Table and Gate Stewards). This requires paying very
close attention to everything that is happening
during the event. The goal is to keep records for the
Judge, who prepares a final report for the AKC. 'm
not ready to “solo” in this position, but I will
certainly assist, again.

My most rewarding venture began January, 25,
assisting with a Beginner Obedience Class. My heart
found its home. Over 25 yrs ago, I found myself
standing in a middle school classroom, with a
deer-in-the-headlights expression, as [ took ona new
role of Para-Educator. This person assists Special
Needs students. And I liken the role of Assist.
Instructor, in a training class, to that of a Para. Every
session and class brings new challenges and
circumstances. It is fun, mentally and physically
exhausting, and rewarding all within the same hour.
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PLEEASE Have A Golden

Retriever! ! 22 7

I haven’t decided if showing is in my future. Who
knows if I am bound for ribbons or titles, but I love
helping new pet owners discover successes with
their dog. Beginner and Advanced Beginner training
appeals most to me as I am more interested in just
having a well behaved dog as opposed to Titles and
accolades. I do love the “administrative roles” at the
trials. Teaching and administrative roles have
certainly been good for this retiree.

I have been blessed to care for my beautiful breed
while they are here on this earth and enjoy the
human friendships that go with the journey. I would
encourage new members to find ways to enhance
their knowledge and appreciation of your particular
breed by partnering with other membersin activities
that are educational and fun.

The moral to this story is that we don’t need a
great knowledge of the show world to help make our
club successful. We just need to show up and offer
our help. Step out of your comfort zone to learn new
aspects of the “Dog World” and connect with other
club members. Bring your great ideas to the Board
for consideration. There is so much to gain by
participating in the activities — far more than just
attending the monthly meetings. P



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - Otticer Nominees

Short Introductions of Nominees for Various Club Offices

Crystal Ward

My first introduction to dog training was through
4-H. While I had a variety of show partners, my "A"
dog was a Sheltie named Tanner. We went on to earn
a Companion Dogtitle as a junior handler. However,
as with many hobbies, my love for training took a
backseat when I went off to college.

Fast-forward to 2020, I had the honor to foster a
Cavalier puppy whom the local shelter saved from
being euthanized because of bad knees. That puppy
was Pixel. It wasn't long before I became a foster
failure and had her enrolled in a puppy class —
reigniting a long-forgotten passion!

It's then that I found GKCDTC online and started
making the 100-mile trek from Maryville to take
obedience classes. I joined the Club in 2022 and
jumped allin! I help coordinate the Obedience Show
Prep, steward at trials, manage the Club's website,
Facebook page and email list and for the past two
years held a position in club leadership.

Away from the Club, I'm the Manager of Web
Services at Northwest Missouri State University. This
May will mark my 20th year at Northwest. I've also
served as a board member of the New Nodaway
Humane Society since 2014.

Kevin Sherman

I currently have three Belgian Tervurens: a 13 year
old, an almost 3 year old, and an almost 2 year old. I
have had Tervs since the spring of 1994 and can't
imagine having any other breed. You might say my
dogs are spoiled because they have their own bank
account (to cover emergencies, etc.). I have truly
enjoyed the classes an GKCDTC as well as the trials
that follow.

Since joining the club, it has been a pleasure to
have met so many wonderful dog people! I have
found my tribe! My vision for the club is to attract
new members who can help with trials, assist with
teaching, etc. A few months ago, I approached the
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board with some ideas to attract new members and I
was met with great support. My vision for our club is
to be the premier dog training club in the Midwest.

Cindy Hartman

When [ was 6 years old, my father surprised the
family with an Irish Setter puppy. She quickly
became my dog for the next 17 years. In 1974 my
husband suggested we get a puppy, a white German
Shepherd, I jumped on that and we had a puppy
within days.

After 4 or 5 months of her constantly pulling
when we went on walks, I called around for training
classes. I found Dorothy Wartenburg working at the
Purple Puppy Palace. On the last week of classes
Dorothy brought in someone from the Greater
Kansas City Dog Training Club to judge our mock
graduation trial. Schotzi earned 1st place. Both the
judge and Dorothy encouraged me to show my dog.
The dog show bug bit and that began my 52-year
journey of dog training.

Throughout the years I have been active in
obedience, rally, agility, tracking and scent work.
Currently I am a member of the Greater Kansas City
Dog Club (2018), and the German Shepherd Dog
Club of Greater Kansas City (1989). I have been an
instructor and have been on many committees
during my career.

David Parker

My wife, Sharon, and I have been active in
breeding, showing and trialing of dogs for
approximately fifty years. A number of our dogs
through the vyears have completed their
conformation championships/grand
championships. We have been active in
conformation, obedience, rally, scent work, herding
and barn hunt. We have been active members of the
GKCDTC for approximately twenty-five years.
During those years we have routinely assisted the



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - Otficer Nominees

Short Introductions of Nominees for Various Club Offices

obedience / rally trials and scent work trials by
picking up and transporting the equipment for those
trials. For the last several years I have served as the
Chair for the Board of Directors for the GKCDTC. In
addition, I have served as the Treasurer for the
GKCDTC C - Corps Board of Directors.

In addition, I served in the FBI for approximately
thirty-three years, with approximately eighteen in
various management roles. Subsequent to the FBI, I
had twelve years of management experience in
private industry. At times within the FBI and in
private industry I was responsible for overseeing
multi-million dollar budgets.

Rosi von Fintel

I am Rosi von Fintel, 30 plus years long-time
member, served one term as president as well as
continuously on various committees. Currently a
board member, it is fascinating to me to be aware of
what it takes to keep our club running and to be a
small part of it. It is rewarding, something that I can
highly recommend!

As one of the Training Directors, I organize the
schedule for the upstairs classes and help with
coordinating CGC tests. My passion is tracking, love
to help with the tests. I also enjoy very much being
part of the Obedience & Rally committee. As a
retired RN, I am fortunate to have greater flexibility
with organizing my doggy-time!

Although I no longer share my home with
GSDogs and Goldens, I uphold my memberships to
those clubs in support of all they do for our sport.

Alexandria White

Alexandria has been an active member of
GKCDTC over the years. She has volunteered at
numerous trials, helping ring steward at Obedience,
Rally and Scentwork trials. She has also been
helping with the club’s Conformation class for the
last year as both a teacher and assistant; encouraging
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new membership growth through her positive
interactions with her students.

Alexandria has Standard Poodles and German
Wirehaired Pointers that she trains and competes
with in Obedience, Rally, Conformation and Hunt
Tests. She is active in her National Breed club, holds
an officer position in her Upland club and is a
CGC/Temperament Test Evaluator.

She has long term goals of making a positive
impact at GKCDTC and becoming a Conformation
Judge, as well as earning her Judgehood for both
Upland and Retriever Hunt Test events. B



CLUB NEEDS AND FINDING YOUR ROLE

FIND A CLUB ROLE
THAT FITS YOU!

With new members coming in every month, we

OPEN POSITIONS &
VOLUNTEER NEEDS

« JUNE SCENT WORK AND

AUGUST OBEDIENCE & RALLY
TRIALS - MULTIPLE NEEDS

The June Scent Work trials are coming up fast
next month, and scent work trials take a village to
run smoothly. Then, our August Obedience &
Rally Trials at our own club are a new trial set this
year, and it is in need of MANY volunteers for all
three days, as well as setting up the Thursday
before. If you are interested in volunteering the
June Scent Work and August Obedience & Rally
trials, and earning those volunteer points, please
visit gkcdtc.org/volunteer to sign up for job slots
that are needed. You can choose a class and day
to work so if you are trialing, you can work
around your own entries.

BUILDING COMMITTEE

The club is looking for a couple of people to take
over the duties of the building committee. This
committee will help ensure the building remains
well stocked in needed items like bathroom
supplies, paper water bowls, cleaning supplies,
etc. If youre interested in learning more, or
signing up to volunteer for this role, please

contact the club at https://gkedtc.org/contact-us/

or Wess Heavner, Building Committee Chair.

2026 MEETING HOSPITALITY

Two volunteers are needed to bring tasty treats to
each monthly meeting. We have had some
GRREAT spreads so far! You can find the online
sign up sheet at gkedtc.org/volunteer. All it takes
is clicking a link, putting in your email, and what
you think you’ll bring. If you have any questions,
please email Mickayla Fee at

mickaylafee@gmail.com.
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know we have many different skillsets,
knowledge, and abilities among us that can help
with various things at the club.

Running the club, the classes, the trials, and
everything in between takes many people. Some
people may be really great with numbers, and
some of us should never touch a calculator. Then
there’s the creative, artsy-fartsy people like myself.
Or people who are super great at working with
others and breaking down concepts to a
digestible level with the patience of a Saint
Bernard.

If you feel like you have a very particular set of
skills, we will find you... and we will absolutely
suggest a way to help! Or if you have your eye on
arole (or a new role that could help the club), let
us know! You can ask a fellow club member to
point you to the right people, or email

info@gkcdtc.org.

| have a very particular set of skills

¥

I will look for lnll.’l will fifd you and |
eer hours

If you have other club needs you would
like to submit, please email any open

positions, volunteer slots, or other

needs to pawprints@gkcdtc.org.



BRAGGING RIGHTS

ONE SHINING EXAMPLE!

NATIONAL INVITATIONS DEB BORGO WITH CARRIE

Did you earn an invite to the 2026 AKC National

Obedience Championship or Rally National (COVER PHOTO)
Championship? We want to celebrate you in a
future issue of Paw Prints! Send your dog's photo,
call name and if NOC or RNC to

In Claremore, 10 year old Carrie earned her FCAT,
which also earned for her the Master of Versatility
IIT award from our National club. She is now CH
Borgo's Blown Away O'The Sutherland Clan CD

[ . .
p—p—@g—gf“”: e kedic o V\é‘? may altso post the BN RM RAE AX OAJ NF SE CA FCAT SWE
cattire toour soclal media page too: SHDN RATM CZ8B CGC TKA PROM MV3

o

S s

et
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BRAGGING RIGHTS

PROBLEM SOLVING WEBMAIL PHOTOS

11

Over the last few months of doing the newsletter, I have noticed that some photos are not coming through by
people reaching out and saying they saw their brag but not their photo. I think I have uncovered why..

The Webmail program we use does NOT like "in line" photos. It will only send through ACTUAL

file attachments. When sending photos to Pawprints, please make sure you are sending any photos as FILE
attachments versus "in line" with your message. The below image shows the difference between an “in-line”
image versus a file attachment, using Gmail here but it should be a similar process for any other webmail
providers:

Brush Brags!
pawprints@gkcdtc.org
Brush Brags!

Hello Pawprints!

Brush had a wonderful 100/100 perfect score run in Rally where the first place dog only beat us by
two seconds!

Thanks!

M.F.

4

<—- DON'T do this

to pawprints, bcc: me v

Hello Pawprints!

_G9A3259-2.jpg (9,977K) <—- DO th'S! Brush had a wonderful 100/100 perfect score run in Rally where the first place dog only beat us by two seconds!

Thanks!
© @ SansSerif v ¥T ~

<-- DON'T do this

One attachment - Scanned by Gmail ©® (2} Add to Drive

<—- DO this!
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